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“Hope   For Children”   UNCRC   Policy   Centre   in   2014   was   in   the   pleasant   position   to announce the
appointment of Ms Efi Kammitsi Eliades as a Member of the Senior Advisory Board of the
institution. Mrs Kammitsi Eliades accepted the invitation of HFC to be appointed as a member of
the Board since she is very sensitive  to  issues  pertaining  to  children’s  rights.

We would like to thank our young volunteers who participated in the training organized
at Royiatiko hotel on the 6th of December 2014. The training aimed at developing
awareness   for   HFC’s   programs   and   mobilizing   volunteer   action   through   children   and  
young people in schools.
We would like to thank the  organisation’s volunteers and interns for their commitment
in   furthering   the   organisation’s   vision   and   for   contributing   towards   it in 2014, in
particularly:
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"My experience gave me a valuable insight into the work
of a vibrant NGO and allowed me to learn drafting and
research  skills…”
– Rossella  Sala,  trainee  at  “Hope  For  Children”

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2014 “Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Center

ABOUT US
Vision and Mission
The  vision  of  “Hope  For  Children”  is  to  contribute  to  the  protection  and  promotion  of  rights  of  the  child  and  to  support  the  active participation of
youth in society.
HFC aims to advocate and to protect  children’s  rights  based  on  the  standards  and  principles  of  the  UN  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  and  
European  Union  Law.    HFC’s  doors  are  open  to  all  children  regardless  of  religious,  cultural  and  other  background.  HFC  also  aims to improve the
quality of life of socially disadvantaged children, such as asylum seekers, refugees and children in war-torn areas. Through education and social
mobilization, HFC works on raising awareness and promoting respect towards all cultures, religions and diversities within a society.

Objectives
Empower children and young people in Cyprus to make their views heard and to actively engage in promoting their rights.
Educate and raise awareness among Cypriots regarding the suffering of disadvantaged children in Cyprus, especially of those coming
from conflict-torn areas.
Sensitize the Cypriot public and enhance social responsibility in the Cypriot society through information dissemination and social
activities.
Improve the quality of life of disadvantaged children in Cyprus.
Conduct  research  concerning  children’s  rights  in  Cyprus  and  conflict  areas  across  the  globe.
Provide policy advice and recommendations at local, regional and international level.
Collaborate and establish networks with other humanitarian organizations and agencies throughout the world in order to defend and
promote  children’s  rights  globally.
Improve the reception of children from conflict areas in Cyprus.
Promote volunteerism within the Cypriot community, particularly among youngsters, on issues concerning traumatized children.
Support the development of new initiatives and organizations that seek to protect and promote the rights of disadvantaged children.
Provide reports to relevant government departments to assist in policy development.
Organize fundraising events.
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Memberships in International Networks

The organization has initiated and established close cooperation with institutions and actors on an international and European level, including
legislative, executive and judicial instruments, and it is a member of significant networks to further promote the rights of the child on a global
scale.
Our organization is a member of the following:










Cooperating partner of the Council of Europe for the ONE in FIVE Campaign
Coordinator for the Observatory for the Return of Unaccompanied Children
National focal point for the Separated Children in Europe Programme
Focal point for the European Network of Guardian Institutions
National Focal Point for the European Juvenile Justice Observatory
Member of the European Federation Missing Children Europe
Member of the European Network of Child Friendly Cities
Member of the Destination Unknown Campaign NEW
Participant in the Fundamental Rights Platform of the
! European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)

NEW

!
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How we work (pillars)
Advocacy and Policy

Humanitarian Division

HFC provides advice on lobbying strategies and tactics and carries
out advocacy efforts in collaboration with governments, NGOs,
international and intergovernmental organisations and private
sectors to ensure that the rights of the child have a prominent
position in their policy agendas.

HFC has been dealing extensively with humanitarian affairs in the
form of psychosocial and legal support to children in need, such as
victims of abuse, unaccompanied minors and separated children.

Research and Publications
HFC conducts a broad range of research of national and
international interest which is often related to its implemented
projects
and
campaigns.
Additionally,
HFC
compiles
recommendations and commentary to governmental and
intergovernmental bodies.

Consultancy and Project Management
The
organisation
offers
expert
advice
on
project
writing/applications, implementation and evaluation. HFC has a
wide range of partner organizations and networks, through which it
seeks to increase funding options and deliver sustainable projects
into the community.
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Corporate Partners
HFC works closely with corporations in order to strengthen the
capacity   of   the   corporate   sector   in   responding   to   children’s   rights  
issues   and   improve   corporations’   practices   for   promoting   the  
welfare of children around the world.

Programmes and Services
The organisation implements a multitude of programmes and
Campaigns   covering   a   wide   range   of   topics   related   to   children’s  
rights, such as child sexual abuse; bullying; child poverty; missing
children; non-formal human rights education; and provides social,
legal and psychological support to children and their families on
such matters.
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PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS
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Non-formal Human Rights Education (HRE)
HFC  has  translated  the  Council  of  Europe’s  manual  Compasito into
Greek and employs it in information days or subject specific
workshops. HFC is active in youth, parent and teacher trainings
and believes that non-formal human rights education equips
teachers with tools to incorporate such issues in their daily praxis
with the aim of contributing to the competences necessary for
active citizenship. Furthermore, through our work in schools on a
range of themes we use non-formal activities as they cultivate
amongst other issues, team-building skills, communication skills,
awareness on diversity and critical thinking capabilities.

Child Poverty workshop at the English school
Nicosia

In 2014,
Workshop on bullying in a school in Limassol

Workshop on volunteerism in a school in
Larnaca
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European Hotline for Missing Children 116000

Backstage of the PSA advert for the Hotline 116000
116000 is a European harmonized line operated by the consortium
"Hope For Children" UNCRC Policy Center (HFC) and the Association for
the Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family (SPAVO). The
Hotline for Missing Children 116000 is a tool for the prevention and
handling of missing children, access to support services for relatives of
missing children, as well as coordination with authorities and NGOs at
national and international level. The operation of the Hotline is 24/7 and
is funded by the Daphne Programme of the European Commission.

Roundtable discussions on missing
unaccompanied children
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In 2014, the efforts for raising awareness, strengthening national cooperation and developing the capacity of relevant actors were intensified.
The Hotline created its own Public Service Announcement Spot which was broadcasted widely on TV - www.youtube.com/watch?v=8I2Jd_Iqr0
Hotline   representatives   were   invited   to   talk   about   the   Hotline’s   role   and   missing   children   in   TV   shows   in   various   channels   and in an
online media portal.
On the 10th and 11th of April 2014, the Hotline organised two roundtable discussions with the topics "Trafficking in human beings and
disappearances of unaccompanied minors" and "Prevention of disappearances of unaccompanied minors", with the participation of
several   key   actors   from   the   competent   national   authorities,   e.g.   Cyprus   Police,   Social   Welfare   Services,   the   Ombudsman’s  office,   the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, UNHCR Cyprus and others. As a result of the roundtables, the Consortium produced a
report which includes the recommendations that were brought forward during the roundtable discussions.
On the 25th of April 2014, two Hotline officers attended the annual General Assembly of the Federation Missing Children Europe in
Brussels, Belgium.
The 116000 Hotline plans an annual event to mark the International Day for Missing Children on May 25th. On the 25th of May 2014, the
Hotline officers attended the national airports (Larnaca and Paphos) and the checkpoints in Nicosia in order to inform the public about
how to prevent parental abductions.
The Hotline participated in meetings at the Parliament of Cyprus and at the Ministry of Justice to discuss the issue of international
parental abductions.
Following the success of the seminars delivered to primary school teachers the Consortium continued with implementing seminars for
school counselors in 2014, in all districts of Cyprus. The seminars consisted of general information giving on the Hotline 116000 and
experiential workshops on bullying, child sexual abuse and anger management of children.
In December 2014, the Hotline officers visited the renowned organization Child Focus in Brussels, Belgium with the aim to learn from
good practices and build their capacity in case response and management.
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"... these children are not in our country to make it
harder for us, but because they need our help. No child
leaves their country unless they face serious difficulties."
– Roundtable participant
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Distributing leaflets at the airports and checkpoints on the 25th of May
2014

Cover of the report for the minors
roundtables on unaccompanied
minors

The Hotline 116000 in 2014

In 2014:
Around

90 new calls

9 new cases of
parental abductions
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Cases concern
predominantly

parental abductions
and a few missing
unaccompanied
migrant minors

Callers are
mostly
parents or

close
relatives
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European Helpline for Children and Adolescents 116111

Event at the Mall of Cyprus for Universal Children’s  Day

The Child Helpline, 116111 provides a gateway to care and protection
services and resources for children. The programme is implemented
by   the   NGO   Consortium   “Hope   For Children”   UNCRC   Policy   Center  
(HFC) and the Association for the Prevention and Reduction of
Violence in the Family (SPAVO). HFC-SPAVO have equipped the
Helpline with experienced psychologists and social workers.
The Child Helpline operates from 12:00pm-20:00pm from Monday to
Friday and from 09:30am- 14:00pm on Saturdays.

15

The Celebrity Supporter of the organization Mrs Christina
Pavlidou was present at the awareness raising event

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2014 “Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Center
In 2014, awareness on the existence of the Helpline and the services it offers was mostly mainstreamed in other activities of the organization,
e.g. during the delivery of information days or workshops in schools.
For celebrating the Universal  Children’s  Day  on  the  20th of November, the NGO Consortium HFC-SPAVO organized an afternoon of fun activities
for children at the Mall of Cyprus with   the   title   ‘Know   your   numbers   116xxx’   for   the   promotion   of   the   116000   and   116111   helplines. The
celebrity Supporter  of  “Hope  For  Children" Mrs. Christina Pavlidou was present at the event.

The Helpline 116111 in 2014
Mental Health Issues
Law Issues
Abuse

NUMBER OF
NEW CASES

In 2014:
Around

76 new calls

38% of callers were
children

Drug/Alcohol Use
Family Difficulties
Bullying

Nature of calls

Worries

Sexual orientation
Relationship difficulties
Domestic violence
Not given
Stalking
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Eradication of Child Poverty

The programme was launched in light of the financial crisis in Cyprus in
2013 with  the  aim  to  support  children’s  basic  needs  and  their  access  to  
adequate and available services. The needs persisted, if not increased, in
2014, with vulnerable groups of the population being adversely affected.
As part of this programme, stationary, clothes and food items were
collected and distributed to families and their children in need.

In 2014, the Campaign “Back to School with Hope” was continued in the framework of the programme Eradication of Child Poverty in Cyprus.
“Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Centre  (HFC)  in  partnership  with  the  Andrey  &  Julia  Dashin  Foundation  announced  in  September 2014 for the
second  year  the  launch  of  the  campaign  “Back  to  School  with  Hope”  to  offer  free school supplies to low-income families in Cyprus. A range of
companies supported the Campaign by having collection points in their stores, such as DHL Stores all over Cyprus, Little Stars Montessori
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Nursery School, Jellybean Store, Halara cafe, APOLLON Blue Store and Tsirion stadium.
On September 19th, an event for collecting school items took place at Kimonos Square in Larnaca in collaboration with the Larnaca Municipality
and the information centre Europe Direct Larnaca. APOEL FC endorsed the Campaign  “Back  to  School  with  Hope” with the presence of players of
APOEL at an open event for collecting school supplies at Halara cafe in Nicosia on the 28th of September.

The Celebrity Supporter of the organization Mr.
Chrysanthos Tsouroullis supports the Campaign

The Goodwill Ambassador of the organization
Mr. George Theofanous promoting the
Campaign
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APOEL players at the event for collecting school items
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Beat Bullying

HFC’s  Beat  Bullying programme aims to raise public awareness in the
educational community and the general public through the
development of methods of identification, prevention and handling of
bullying incidents. Specifically it aims to:
1. Sensitize the educational community and the general public;

Mr. George Theofanous visits students to talk about bullying

2. Develop tools for identification, prevention and handling of bullying
The mobile app, called HFCBeatBullying, launched in 2013, with the
financial support of Cytamobile Vodafone, offers updates on the latest
news about bullying around the world, has a ‘What to   do’ section
with practical advice guiding the users to the European Helpline for
Children and Adolescents 116111 in 23 European countries. The
HFCBeatBullying app is available on Google Play Store.
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Scan the QR code to download the app
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The Programme has at its core the setting up of peer-to-peer
education and support groups through a holistic intervention
programme in schools and the creation of role models, through the
Celebrity Supporters of the Programme:
George Theofanous

Chrysanthos Tsouroullis

Varvara Larmou

Elita Michaelidou

Dimitris Efthimiou

Christina Pavlidou

Dionisis Chiotis

Loris Loizidis

In 2014, the programme continued its implementation with the delivery of seminars and by intensifying its awareness raising aim.
A new TV spot was launched in early 2014 with the participation of the Celebrity  Supporters  of  the  Beat  Bullying  campaign,  entitled  ‘Celebrities  
Together  for  Beat  Bullying’  - www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAjQ838vqzo

Event at the Thekleio Gymnasium in Limassol
against bullying
‘Celebrities  Together  for  Beat  Bullying’  backstage  
photos
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Combating sexual violence against children
HFC is the cooperating partner of the Council of Europe for the
implementation of the ONE in FIVE Campaign to stop sexual violence
against children in Cyprus. Among other activities, the organisation
carries out awareness raising workshops/events for children, parents
and teachers; promotes the campaign’s   material through media, and
has lobbied extensively for the ratification of the Lanzarote Convention.

2014 was a milestone year for this programme. Numerous activities took place, and most importantly the Cyprus government enacted the
Law 91(I)/2014 regarding child sexual abuse and exploitation and child pornography and subsequently ratified the Lanzarote Convention, one
of the principal aims of the programme.
“Hope  For  Children”  organised  a  seminar  on  the  prevention  of  child  sexual  abuse,  entitled  “No  child  deserves  to  be  sexually  abused”,  on  
12th of March 2014 at the University of Nicosia, with the participation of Ms Elena Rapti, MP of Thessaloniki and Coordinator of the ONE
in FIVE Campaign in Greece and Ms Stella Kyriakidou, MP and General Rapporteur on Children at the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE).
Mr George Theofanous was the keynote speaker at the Council of Europe 18th meeting of the Network of Contact Parliamentarians to
stop sexual violence against children on the 13th of May 2014. Mr Theofanous talked about his experience in promoting the ONE in FIVE
Campaign in Cyprus and how this has contributed to the changing mentality regarding this subject among the public and the institutions.
The  “Road  to  Change”  campaign  visited  Cyprus  to  spread  awareness  against  child  sexual  abuse,  accompanied  by  Scottish  celebrity Mr
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“It is up to people like me to spread the word and
up to people like you - dear guests - to turn these
aspirations into  reality.”  
– Keynote speech by Mr. George Theofanous
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Matthew McVarish. Mr McVarish, scheduled a 16,000 km walk in 32 European capitals, aiming to raise awareness about child sexual
abuse, by building solidarity and partnerships between organisations and communities and influencing social and political change, by
meeting high level politicians, university departments, survivors, local NGOs, celebrities and the media. For this reason, the British High
Commission in Cyprus and HFC jointly organized a press conference at the British Council in Nicosia, on Wednesday, 21 May 2014.
Cyprus took a significant leap for the effective handling of sexual violence against children. On June 19th 2014, the Parliament adopted
the   government’s   bill   on   preventing   and   combating   sexual   abuse,   sexual   exploitation   of   children   and   child   pornography,   with the
enactment of Law 91(I)/2014. The new law stipulates new advancements which were previously absent from the legislative framework
such as the online solicitation of children and it repealed the legal requirement for corroborating evidence.
The 13th of November 2014 was a date of high significance since through continuous advocacy and lobbying since 2011, the organisation
and its partners welcomed the Government of Cyprus’s  decision to ratify the Lanzarote Convention.
On  the  28th  of  November  2014,  the  staff  members  of  the  organization  “Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Center  attended  a  briefing/
training session by Ms Anastasia Papadopoulou on the Law 91(I)/2014 which paved the way for the ratification of the Lanzarote
Convention, and thus managed to strengthen and enhance the national child protection system.

Seminar  ‘No  child  deserves  to  be  sexually  abused’
Keynote Speech of Mr. George Theofanous at the Council of
Europe 18th meeting of the Network of Contact
Parliamentarians to stop sexual violence against children
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Mr  McVarish  in  Cyprus  for  ‘The  Road  to  Change’  
Campaign

13 November 2014: Ratification of the Lanzarote Convention

Briefing by Ms Anastasia Papadopoulou on the aspects of
the new law, Law 91(I)/2014
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“Home  for  Hope”

NEW

!

"Hope For Children" has taken up the establishment of a children’s  
shelter for unaccompanied minors. The shelter is called “Home for
Hope” and offers rehabilitation, integration and durable solution
services. The shelter was established with the approval, funding, and
close collaboration of the Social Welfare Services, and started its
operation in July 2014.
The specific objectives of the programme are the following:
1. Effective protection and safety of minors.
2. Ongoing psychosocial support and counseling.
3. Establishment of mechanisms for durable solution for family
tracing, assessment and reunification.
4. Smooth integration into the reception or host country,
reintegration into the country of origin or a third country.
5. Provision of assistance in the transition period from
adolescence to adulthood.
6. Coordination and comprehensive assessment of the
background and social history of each child.
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“We  try  to  create  for  them  a  home and make
them feel part of a family.  But  apart  from  that  it’s  
also about guidance and  counseling”  
– Officer at the shelter
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The shelter implements several activities for the minors including
language classes, computer classes, sports, training in key skills,
seminars on various topics, art, drama, music, etc. The shelter is
situated in a building of 5000 square meters in Nicosia and hosts 24
unaccompanied minors. The building was renovated by the
organization with the financial support and donations of private
companies in Cyprus. Currently, the operation of the shelter is funded
by the European Refugee Fund and the Republic of Cyprus, as well as
by the Social Welfare Services.
The shelter was officially inaugurated on the 6th of October
2014 at the EU house in Nicosia, with the presence of Mr.
Costas Kadis on behalf of the President of the Republic of
Cyprus, Mr. Nicos Anastasiades.
Representatives from the World Health Organisation (WHO)
visited the premises of “Home for Hope” on the 8th of
December 2014.

The  official  inauguration  of  the  shelter’s  operation  at  the  EU  
house

“I    really    appreciate    the    shelter’s    
atmosphere; it is a real change for me
after the places I passed through. I
really feel safe here, for me it is prefect, I
couldn’t  expect  a  better  place”- Boy
accommodated at the shelter

Representatives  of  WHO  meet  with  “Hope  For  Children”  
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Support Services to children and their families
HFC offers in house specialized support for children and their families
on social, legal and psychological matters. In 2014 these support
services were used extensively to support children and families on a
range of issues: bullying, sexual abuse, unaccompanied minors, family
reunification, and separation of families. The specialized staff assisted in
such cases through provision of psychological support, legal advice and
intervention, and coordination of such cases with the appropriate
government departments.
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UNCRC Chair

NEW

The   UNCRC   Chair   is   designed   for   Universities   !and   Research   Centers’  
work  towards  the  protection  and  promotion  of  children’s  rights.  It   is  
initiated   by   “Hope   For   Children”   UNCRC   Policy   Center. The UNCRC
Chair in numerous institutions will act as an agent of knowledge on
children’s   rights   within   the   academic   community   through   policy   and  
practice, by teaching, conducting research and providing services to
the community, such as specialized courses and training for
professionals. The establishment of the Chair of the UNCRC Policy
Center seeks to nurture cooperation and collaborative action between
organizations and agencies around the world. This is in the hope and
expectation that working together will enable the more effective
implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and
the  enjoyment  of  children’s  rights  to  the  fullest  extent.
The participating institutions which have been selected and have
signed an MoU to hold a UNCRC Chair are:
Alessandro Padovani, Istituto don Calabria, Italy
Maria Roth, European  Network  of  Masters  in  Children’s  Rights
Caroline Adolphsen, Aarhus University, Denmark
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EUROPEAN PROJECTS
EURO-ARCO – www.euroarco.org

Euro-Arco is a Transfer of Innovation (large-scale co-operation) project delivered under the Leonardo da Vinci Programme, which is part of the
European   Union’s   Lifelong   Learning   Programme.   Leonardo   supports   vocational   education   and   training   (VET)   organisations, staff and learners
across the EU to work together to improve training, skills and employability. The purpose of Euro-Arco is to transfer and adapt innovative
education, training materials and methods and to develop the key competences of young people who are NEET, in particular, those defined as
Transferrable Skills, so that they are better able to maximize their potential in terms of social, cultural and economic inclusion.
In February 2014, the project partners met in Malaga, Spain
to discuss the outcomes of the first pilot trainings.
During May 2014, the 2nd pilot trainings were implemented
in Cyprus. The  organisation’s  trainers  worked  on  the  
development of transferrable skills of teenagers from a local
secondary school who were facing family problems or were
falling out of education. The outcome of the sessions was the
production of a street performance.
The 2nd pilot training findings were discussed in June 2014 in a partner
meeting in Sétubal, Portugal.
The final results of the project were presented in a conference in Rome,
Italy in September 2014.
Moment from the 2nd pilot training with youth
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"I am happy to be part of this group. We did things
together  that  I  didn’t  think  I  would  be  able  to  do alone”
nd
– Young participant of the ARCO 2 pilot training
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Closing a Protection Gap 2.0: Implementing the Core Standards for Guardians of Separated Children in Europe
in Practice, Policy and Legislation – www.corestandardsforguardians.com

The project, funded by the European Commission, aims at the effective implementation of already established Core Standards for guardianship
systems in Europe to join the existing policies and legislation on guardianship. The program monitors the implementation of the Standards by
empowering guardians to practice and expand the scope of the Standards, implementing workshops with unaccompanied minors and social
workers, compiling a national report while at the same time aiming to develop a common European instrument on guardianship. The
participating countries   in   the   program   “Closing   a   protection   gap   2.0ʺ″   are: the Netherlands, Austria, Belgium, Cyprus (represented by HFC),
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Portugal and Slovenia.
In February 2014, the finalized country report on the status quo
regarding the implementation of the Core Standards in Cyprus was
published, available here
www.corestandardsforguardians.com/images/23/361.pdf
On the 25th of November 2014, the organization implemented a
twinning activity in the framework of the project, visiting the Greek
Refugee Council to deliver an information seminar on the Core
Standards and good practices in Europe in this area.
On the 11th of December 2014, the Closing Conference of the project
took place at the European Parliament in Brussels. As part of the output
of the project, several tools for guardians and policymakers were
developed (available on the website of the project) to assist them in
implementing the Core Standards in practice, policy, and legislation.
Presentation of the project in the European
Parliament
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European Cultural Learning Network (ECLN) – www.ecln-network.com

ECLN is a project funded and supported by EU Leonardo Lifelong Learning Programme. It addresses the ways in which artists and creative people
use Cultural Learning to support their own learning and the learning of others by engaging in creative and cultural experiences across different
situations; informal, non-formal, formal. This is despite the fact that the Creative and Cultural Industries are a major European employment
sector,  and  that  these  ‘Cultural  Learning’  practitioners  are vital to its success –through their inspiring, supporting and developing of others within
Europe’s   talent   pool   in   the   cultural   sector. ECLN is exploring new ways to identify, support and connect Cultural Learning Practitioners and
Organizations across Europe.  ‘’Hope  for  Children’’  UNCRC  Policy  Centre,  has  teamed-up with 12 other European organisations to establish the
European Cultural Learning Network (ECLN), until September 2015.
On March 19th, 20th and 21st the network met in Rijeka, Croatia where partners agreed on a
strategy to pilot a number of skills to be used by artists when running cultural learning
activities. HFC designed an artistic intervention targeting vulnerable young people, the
project’s   name: EMBRACE, integration and rehabilitation through Arts & Culture http://hfcembrace.wix.com/embrace.
On October 8th, 9th and 10th,  HFC  hosted  the  network’s  meeting  in Nicosia, also organising a
mini-conference for dissemination of the network among the Cypriot artistic community,
authorities, and media. The conference included a performance by the Windcraft Saxophone
Ensemble and an exhibition of art work produced by the children and staff at “Home For
Hope”,  coordinated  by  Sofia  Alexandra  Panayi,  Visual  artist  at  Children’s  Art  Nicosia.
An exhibit at the conference in Nicosia
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Durable Solutions for Separated Children in Europe

NEW

!

The main objectives of the research focus on the methodology behind arriving at the durable solution for the child. The beneficiaries
will be first and foremost service providers working with separated children and separated children and young people themselves. The lead
partners in the project are the Irish Refugee Council, Social Work Team for Separated Children of the Child and Family Agency and Department
of Applied Social Science of University College Dublin and the European Partners:   Greek   Council   for   Refugees,   The   Children’s   Society,  United  
Kingdom “Hope For Children” UNCRC Policy Centre, Cyprus, Defence for Children – ECPAT the Netherlands, The People for Change Foundation,
Malta, Service Droit de Jeunes, Belgium and Bundesfachverband Unbegleitete Minderjahrige Fluchtlinge, Germany, Human Rights League,
Slovakia. The project is implemented in cooperation with the Separated Children in Europe Programme.
The project partners met in London on the 13th and 14th of November 2014 to present the initial findings of their national research up to
that stage, combining a desk research, focus groups and 1-to-1 interviews with stakeholders as well as sharing their views on the
development of a tool for determining durable solutions.
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Minimizing violence through quality control: Monitoring and evaluating 116 000 hotlines to protect children
who disappear NEW

HFC participated in the !kick-off meeting of this two-year project coordinated by Missing Children Europe, which took place in Brussels, 20th, 21st
of November. The   project   aims   at   developing   a   set   of   standards   and   indicators   on   which   an   accreditation   mechanism   for   missing   children’s  
hotlines will be built. The project foresees the creation of three surveys –for hotlines, for main funders and for service beneficiaries (families
and children) essential to understand how EU 116000 evaluate their service and what service is expected by the beneficiaries and supporters.

SUMMIT: Safeguarding Unaccompanied Migrant Minors from going missing by Identifying Best Practices and
Training Actors on Interagency Cooperation NEW
HFC started its collaboration as an associate partner in this 18! months project coordinated by Missing Children Europe, which aims at: Identifying
best practices in the prevention of & response to vulnerable UAMs going missing from reception centres; developing guidance for improved
interagency cooperation in preventing and responding to the problem of missing unaccompanied migrant minors; and facilitating
implementation of the guidance through joined seminars involving all relevant actors/stakeholders.

Establishing of Child Abduction Alert Cyprus

NEW

The major objective of the proposed project is to achieve the!immediate response to child abductions in Cyprus and alert the public in such cases
and where the life of a child is at risk. The project will build on the already existing efforts to address and combat the phenomenon of missing
children in Cyprus, specifically, the efforts of the responsible govermental and non-governmental bodies to strengthen their services on dealing
with cases of missing children, such as the stablishement in 2012 of the European   Hotline   for   Missing   Children   in   Cyprus   by   the   “Hope   For  
Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Center  (HFC)    together  with  the  Association  for  the  Prevention  and  Handling  of  Violence  in  the  Family  (SPAVO).

ERASMUS + KA1

NEW

!
“Hope  For Children”  successfully  applied  for  an  Erasmus+  project  under  Key  Action  1- Youth Mobility, formerly known as the European Voluntary
Service (EVS) programme. Under this project, two European volunteers, one from Hungary and one from Belgium are placed in the  children’s  
shelter  “Home  for  Hope”  for  the  period  of  one  year.  The  volunteers  are  involved  in  all  activities  realised  in  the  shelter  and assist  the  shelter’s  
officers with the daily schedule.
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"I am feeling blessed for being part of the organization. I
would not change this lifetime experience with anything
else.”
– Barbara  Kiss,  European  volunteer  at  “Hope  For  Children”
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OTHER ACTIVITIES
19 DAYS OF ACTIVISM FOR THE PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE

“Hope   For   Children”   participated   for   the   third   year   in   the   worldwide  
Campaign 19 Days of Activism Against Child Abuse, which was initiated by
the Women’s World Summit Foundation (WWSF).
For 2014, HFC organized three seminars open to the public with great
success.
1. Seminar on the topic of 'sexting' among teenagers and how it can be
addressed, on the 3rd of November at the University of Nicosia. The speaker
was Ms Kalia Loizidou, school psychologist.
2. Seminar 'Do not tell anyone' on the 15th of November at Intercollege
Larnaca. The team of speakers was from the Postgraduate Programme of
Criminology of the University of Nicosia.
3. Seminar for the presentation of the project "Sweetie 1,000" on the 26th
of November at the University of Nicosia. Guest speaker was Mr Hans Guijt,
the initiator of the project idea from the international organisation Terre des
Hommes Netherlands - http://terredeshommesnl.org/en/sweetie
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Mr.  Hans  Guijt  presenting  the  project  on  webcam  child  sex  tourism  ‘Sweetie  1,000’  at  the  University  
of Nicosia
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PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Representation of Cyprus at the High Level Conference  of  The  Council  of  Europe  ‘Growing  with  Children’s  Rights’  held  in  
Dubrovnik, Croatia on the 27th and 28th of March 2014
The Conference involved the presence of high level representatives who presented the progress achieved in their respective countries and their
priorities   for   the   years   to   come   as   well   as   the   persisting   and   emerging   challenges   in   protecting   children’s   rights   in   Europe. The conference
continued with roundtable discussions focusing on a range of subject-matters.
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“Hope  For Children”  represents  Cyprus  at  the  2014  World  Innovation  Summit  for  Education  (WISE)  in  Doha,  Qatar  from  
the 4th-6th of November 2014
The   WISE   2014   took   place   under   the   theme   “Imagine   – Create – Learn:   Creativity   at   the   Heart   of   Education”.   Since   2009,   WISE has brought
together decision makers, influential experts and practitioners at an annual summit in Doha, to explore groundbreaking innovations and take
concrete steps to make significant improvements to worldwide education.

“Hope  For  Children”  meets  with  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Christos  Stylianides  and  presents  the  organisation’s  5  year  Action  
Plan in Brussels, Belgium on the 11th of December 2014
The Director General of the organization Mr. Joseph Varughese, on the occasion of Human Rights Day on the 10th of December, met with Mr.
Zacharias Giakoumis, a member of the cabinet of the European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Mr. Christos
Stylianides.  Mr.  Varughese  presented  the  organisation’s  Action  Plan  for  the  following  5  years  and discussed with Mr. Giakoumis about children's
rights issues in conflict areas and ebola affected areas, while Mr. Giakoumis reaffirmed that cooperation between the European Commission and
humanitarian organizations is very important.
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CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
The  football  team  Apollon  Limassol  supports  the  organization  “Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Centre
“Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Centre  is  pleased  to  announce  its  partnership  with  the  football  team  Apollon  Limassol. Apollon, through its
social  program,  awareness  raising  activities  and  other  events,  will  seek  to  enhance  the  efforts  undertaken  by  “Hope  For  Children”  in  order  to  
successfully disseminate the hard work that the organization has taken on. One of the initiatives of the team is the placing of the logo of the
organization  at  the  back  of  the  football  team’s  official  appearances  in  European  matches. “Hope  For  Children”  would  like  to  thank  Apollon  for  
this cooperation which will last one year and constitutes a very good example of social responsibility aiming at the promotion of positive
messages to children and youth.

The footballers of Apollon accompany children wearing Tshirts  with  the  organisation’s  logo
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Total E&P Cyprus signs an agreement of cooperation with “Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Centre  
“Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Centre  (HFC)  has  signed  an  agreement  with  Total  E&P  Cyprus,  which  sets  the  establishment  of  a cooperation
between the two. According to the agreement the latter donated to HFC the amount of 10,000 EUR to cover part of the expenses of the
renovation of the building that is hosting   the   children’s   shelter   “Home   for   Hope”, and the organization would like to thank Total for this
generous gesture.

Representatives  of  “Hope  For  Children”  meet  with  the  General  
Manager of Total E&P Cyprus, Mr. Jean-Luc Porcheron
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Cooperation of “Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Center  with  the  Law  Firm  Nicos  Anastasiades  and  Partners
“Hope  For Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Centre  announced  its collaboration with the law firm of Nicos Chr. Anastasiades & Partners as a legal advisor
of the organization. The law firm has expressed their interest to contribute to the work of HFC offering free legal advice and guidance to cases of
minors handled by the organization on a voluntary basis. During the conversations, the shareholder of the company Ms. Elsa Anastasiades stated
“We  are  pleased  to  support  the  work  of  “Hope  For  Children””..  She  also  pointed  out  that “it is important that all of us, each in his own way, to
support the work of such organizations like “Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Centre”.

Partners  of  the  Law  Firm  with  the  Director  General  of  “Hope  For  
Children”  Mr.  Joseph  Varughese
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“It is important for all of us, each one in his own way,
to support the work of such organisations like  “Hope  
For Children”  
– Ms Elsa Anastasiades
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PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH PAPERS
Action Plan 2014-2019
The Director-General   of   “Hope   For   Children”   UNCRC   Policy Center, Mr. Joseph Varughese, announced the   publication   of   the   organization’s  
action plan for the following five years, 2014-2019, which was designed through building on the achievements and developments of the
organization during the first five years of its operation. The full five year Action Plan can be viewed here: www.uncrcpc.org/intl/wpcontent/uploads/2013/05/Hope-For-Children-UNCRC-Policy-Centers-Action-Plan-for-2014-2019.pdf

Rafaela Camassa, Implementing the Core Standards for guardians of separated children in Europe – Country Assessment
Cyprus, February 2014
The country assessment for the implementation of the Core Standards for guardians of separated children in Cyprus was compiled within the
framework  of  the  European  project  “Closing  a  Protection  Gap  2.0”  and  it  has  been  produced  as  a  result  of  desk  research and workshops with
separated children as well as workshops with guardians of separated children. It includes an overview of the national context, an analysis of the
level of implementation of each Core Standard and recommendations addressed to the State. The research can be accessed here:
www.corestandardsforguardians.com/images/23/361.pdf

Océane Uzureau, Implementation of the Principles of the UNCRC at the children’s  shelter  ‘Home  for  Hope”,  August  2014
The  report,  edited  by  an  intern  at  “Hope  For  Children”  gives  a  credible  insight  on  the  structure  and  activities  of  the  shelter  “Home  for  Hope”,  
following information received by the organisation, the officers at the shelter and the teenagers accommodates at the shelter. It offers a concise
perspective  on  how  aspects  of  the  shelter’s  daily  work  meet  and  fulfil  standards  enshrined  in  the  United  Nations  Convention  on the Rights of the
Child and other international instruments. The report is available here: www.uncrcpc.org/intl/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Implementation-ofthe-Principles-of-the-UNCRC-at-the-childrens-shelter-Home-for-Hope1.pdf
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Two  interns  at  “Hope  For  Children”  were  undertaking  research  tasks  and  their  papers  are  expected  to  be  published  in  2015.

Rossella Sala, The impact of internet and new media on the occurrence of violence against children in Europe and in
Cyprus, Publication tba
The research paper seeks to identify online trends regarding violence against children and how to better address them through policy and
legislation. It touches upon, but not limited to, the areas of online child pornography, online grooming/ solicitation of children, online child
trafficking, 'sexting' and webcam child sex tourism. It sets out the legal and policy context in Cyprus and in Europe while it formulates
recommendations on a national and European level.

Jurgen Van Overeem, Parental Abductions in cross-border European contexts: A comparison of Best Practices, Policies
and Legislation regarding the handling of parental abduction cases in two countries: Netherlands and Cyprus,
Publication tba
The research compiles existing legislation in the two countries that involves child disappearances/missing children, provisions for family
mediation and cross-border mediation, communications under the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, the
existence of specialized legal practitioners and judiciary and good practices.
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FINAL WORDS

2014 was a landmark year for the organisation...  “Home  for  Hope”,  a  dream of the organisation since its establishment became a reality, with
the help and support of the government and the love of people who contributed in any way towards it. The Lanzarote Convention was
eventually ratified by the Cyprus government and changes have already granted more child victims of sexual abuse access to justice. More
educators, teachers, parents, guardians, volunteers, police officers, social workers, youth and children have been trained and developed their
capacity and knowledge. Capacity building, the transfer of knowledge and the direct provision of care and protection are within our main future
aims,  as  highlighted  in  the  organisation’s  Action  Plan.  
We want to extend a sincere and deep thank you for all actors who have been a part in   this   year’s   success   and   we   hope to have you copassengers in our future journey..a journey of hope for children in Cyprus and around the world!
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“Hope  For  Children”  UNCRC  Policy  Center
75 Limassol Avenue, Office 201
2121 Nicosia
Cyprus
www.uncrcpc.org
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