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As every year, “Hope For Children” is always on the front line
when it comes to take active part to support children in need
of protection and to promote their own rights.
This year was a remarkable one in relation to the engagement
of the Institutions to ensure protection from every type of
violence children could face during their life. Following the last
year, important steps ahead have been made in terms of
protection from sexual abuse and exploitation of children and
child pornography as well, through the Children’s House
commitment in line with the Icelandic Barnahus model as well
as through every professional, Public Authorities, Institutions
who collaborate with us with passion and enthusiasm.
In this regard, it is essential to point out the “19 Days of
Activism for Prevention of Abuse and Violence Against
Children” whose aim was raising awareness and engaging
children and adults in promoting the Prevention of Child
Abuse, in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child.
Moreover, this year a particular emphasis was given, in the
occasion of the Second Forum on the Rights of the Child, to the
Digital Environment which involves children’s lives, giving
them, if well used, many benefits in terms of social and cultural
development but, at the same time, “virtual space” where
children can easily become victims.

In the local context, our Organization has worked to reach
more children and families in need in Cyprus expanding its
services and training more educators, teachers, parents,
guardians, volunteers, police officers, social workers, youth
and children with the specific purpose to increase their
knowledge and capacity.
Our greatest hope is also to raise awareness about important
topics and believe that working altogether we can reach every
single child and bring benefits and results for youth in Cyprus,
Europe and beyond the borders.
With this in mind, 2018 was a significant year for the newly
launched programmes and projects to strengthen our
international network. It was also a productive year in terms
of actions abroad, since “Hope For Children” CRC Policy
Center have been an active presence in several high-level
meetings with partners from all over the world, sharing our
vision regarding the challenges of children on the move and
global care about vulnerable youth.
Last but not least, on the International Day of the Rights of the
Child November 20th, we celebrated our 10th anniversary, an
important goal for our activity for promotion and protection
of children’s rights. If I look back for a while, I see the same
dreams and passion that I find today in our work and this
makes me proud of what we did and hopeful about what we
can do.
I would like to thank all actors who played a part in this year’s
successes. We are more than lucky to have by our side help and
assistance of the government, local and international
institutions, and everyone who offered to us a significant
contribution for our success. We can only hope that the
following year will be even better to ensure children, who are
our most valuable resource, a brighter future and a better
world.

Nicosia, June 2019
Joseph Borghese
Director-General
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Who We Are?
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center (HFC) is a Humanitarian, International and
Independent Institution based in Nicosia, Cyprus. It was founded according to the
standards and principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) and the European Union Law. “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center
works together with national, regional, and international advocacy institutions, to
reform child welfare systems on behalf of children dependent upon them for protection
and care.
The Organization aims to bring together judges, lawyers, psychologists, medical
practitioners, mediators, counsellors, mental health workers, media representatives,
child carers, teachers and allied professionals to contribute their expertise in a
practical manner through education, legal advice, and other advocacy actions to
promote and protect the interests of the most vulnerable among us, our children and
youth.

Our vision and mission
The vision of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center” is to contribute to the
protection and promotion of the rights of the child and to support the active
participation of youth in society. HFC’s doors are open to all children, regardless of
religious, cultural, and other background.
HFC also aims to improve the quality of life of socially disadvantaged children, such as
asylum seekers, refugees, and children in war-torn areas. Through education and
social mobilization.
The mission is devoted to raise awareness and promote respect towards all cultures,
religions, and diversities within society following principles and standards of the UN
Convention of the Right of the Child and the European Law. The Organization
facilitates also partnerships with local, national, international or European
Organizations and Institutions to develop policy relevant to promote and defense
children’s right.
The Institution aims to achieve this purpose through the implementation of a variety
of projects at a national, European, and global level. It does so through research,
grassroots programme design, and implementation and advisory services offered to
governments and international institutions.

ABOUT US .
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Our Objectives


To empower children and young people in Cyprus to make their
voices heard and to actively engage in promoting their rights.



To educate and raise awareness regarding the suffering
of disadvantaged children in Cyprus, especially of those coming from
conflict-torn areas.



To sensitize the public and enhance social responsibility in the
Cypriot society through information dissemination and social activities.



To improve the quality of life of disadvantaged children in Cyprus.



To carry out research concerning children’s rights in Cyprus and
internationally.



To provide policy advice and recommendations at local, regional, and
international level.



To cooperate and network with other humanitarian institutions
and agencies to defend and promote children’s rights globally.



To enhance the reception of children from conflict areas in
Cyprus.



To encourage volunteerism within the Cypriot community,
particularly among youth, on issues concerning children.



To support the development of new initiatives that seek to protect and
promote the rights of disadvantaged children.



To provide reports to relevant government departments to assist in
policy development.



To organize fundraising events that contribute to the improvement of
children’s lifes in Cyprus

ABOUT US .
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How We Work

Advocacy and Policy
HFC advises on lobbying strategies and tactics, and carries out advocacy efforts
in collaboration with governments, NGOs, international and intergovernmental
institutions, and private sector to ensure that the rights of children have a prominent
position in their policy agendas.

Humanitarian Affairs
HFC deals extensively with humanitarian affairs in the form of psychosocial and
legal support to children in need, including victims of abuse, unaccompanied and
separated children.

Consultancy and Project Management
The Institution offers expert advice on proposal writing, implementation, and
evaluation of projects. HFC has a wide range of partner Institutions and networks,
through which it seeks to enhance funding opportunities that allow the
implementation of sustainable projects from which the Cypriot community benefits.

Research and Publications
HFC conducts a broad range of research of national and international interest,
which is often related to its implemented projects and campaigns. Additionally, HFC
compiles recommendations and commentaries for governmental and
intergovernmental bodies.

ABOUT US .
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Corporate Partners
HFC works closely with corporations to strengthen the capacity of the corporate sector
in responding to children’s rights issues and to improve corporations’ practices for
promoting the welfare of children around the world.

Chair Establishment
The Chairs of "Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center nurture cooperation and
collaborative action between Institutions around the world. In all of its activities,
the Chairs act as agents of knowledge on children’s rights in policy and practice within
the academic community by teaching, conducting research, and providing services to
the community.

Programmes and Services
The Institution implements a variety of programmes and campaigns, covering a wide
range of topics relating to children’s rights, including: child sexual abuse, bullying,
child poverty, missing children, and non-formal human rights education. HFC
provides social, legal, and psychological support to children and their families
on such matters.

Mainstreaming
In all its work, HFC operates under the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC), signed by the majority of the UN Member States in
1990. Consequently, primary goal is to promote the rights of the children. Our
institution follows a strict child protection policy, to which al staff members and
collaborators abide.
HFC does not discriminate on any basis, be it gender, nationality, religion or sexual
orientation. In harmony with this principle, we give great importance to a
multicultural work environment. HFC employs individuals and welcomes
volunteers from all over the world. In all its activities, HFC fosters a culture of equality,
respect and diversity..
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9

Partnerships in International Networks
HFC has initiated and established close cooperation with institutions and actors on
an international and European level, including legislative, executive, and judicial
instruments, and it is a member of significant networks to further promote the rights
of the child on a global scale.
Hope For Children works closely with a number of national and European
organsizations and networks:












Cooperating partner of the Council of Europe for the ONE in FIVE
Campaign
Coordinator for the Observatory for the Return of Unaccompanied
Children
National focal point for the Separated Children in Europe Programme
Focal point for the European Network of Guardian Institutions
National Focal Point for the European Juvenile Justice Observatory
Member of the European Federation for Missing Children Europe
Member of the European Network of Child Friendly Cities
Member of the Destination Unknown Campaign
Participant in the Fundamental Rights Platform of the European
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)
Official observer in the Lanzarote Committee of the Council of Europe
Participatory status at the CoE’s Conference of INGOs
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Hope For Children Team
Mr. Joseph Borghese
Director-General

Humanitarian Division
Ms. Andria Neocleous
Director of the Humanitarian Division

Ms. Andria Angastiniotou
Deputy Director of the Humanitarian
Division

Department of Child Development
Ms. Evi Neocleous
Child Development Coordinator
Ms. Vasiliki Plainou
Child Development Officer

Ms. Demetris Gkountounas
Child Development Officer

Ms. Anna Charalambous
Educational Counselor

Ms.Deina Fortes Gomes
Project Officer

Mr. Michalis Kalakoutis
Liaison Office
Department of Child Protection
Ms. Kristina Marku
Coordinator of the Child Protection Department
Mr. Andreas Mazeris
Case Officer for Children

Ms. Katerina Melissari
Child Protection Officer
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Department of Psychology
Ms. Dialechti Chatzoudi
Coordinator of the Psychology Department
Ms. Catherine De Geynst
Clinical Psychologist

Ms. Mariah Angelidou
School Psychologist

Ms. Maria Kiprianou
Project Officer

Ms. Vera Gomes
Project Officer

Department of Social Work
Ms. Antonia Doiikiti
Social Worker

Ms. Nasia Lina Georgiou
Social Councelor

Ms. Evi Stavrou
Social Worker
Volunteers at the Humanitarian Division
Ms. Aleksandra Patriak

Mr. Catalin Foghis

Ms. Clara Dequen

Ms. Deborah Tant

Ms. Faustine Colpin-Lafuma

Ms. Giorgia Scinardo Tenghi

Ms. Marina Puig

Mr. Mogan Marie-Sainte

Ms. Natalia Andruszko

Ms. Roberta Salvini

Ms. Rosa Dimaggio

Ms. Rubby Bimbla

Ms. Veronica Nistico’
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Foster Care Department
Ms. Efi Vasilaki
Coordinator of Foster Care Department
Ms. Sotiroula Panteli
Social Worker

Mr. Georgios Georgiou
Clinical Psychologist

Ms. Irini Georgiou
Social Worker

Ms. Constantina Gregoriou
Psychologist

Children’s House
Ms. Tania Masia
Children's House Coordinator
Mr. Marios Nicolaou
Senior Social Worker-Coordinator

Ms. Zoi Kinikli
Clinical Psycologist

Ms. Alexandra Iacovidou Kameri
Social Worker

Ms. Polina Georgoiu
Clinical Psychologist

Ms. Rodoula Papalambrianou
Social Worker

Ms. Andromahi Pavlidou
Clinical Psychologist

Ms. Despina Louvia
Social Worker

Ms. Elena Hadjithoma
Clinical Psychologist

Ms. Marianna Savva
Social Worker

Ms. Ioanna Drousiotou
Clinical Psichologist

Ms. Melina Dragoumi
Administrator
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Research & Development Division
Dr. Sofia Leitao
Director of Research & Development
Mrs. Anca Clivet Chatzimilioudi
EU Support Project Officer

Ms. Christine Mavrou
Project Officer

Ms. Christine Shahbenderian
Project Officer

Ms. Tasoula Michalopoulou
Project Support Associate

Ms. Emanuela Celebre
Volunteer

Ms. Shelma Torres
Volunteer

Mr. Georgios Vardakis
Volunteer

Quality & Control Department
Ms.Anna Yiangou
Administration Officer

Ms. Natassa Savva
Communication Officer

Ms. Julia Andreou
Programme Assistance Officer

Ms. Sarah Hagos
Financial Officer

Ms. Vanessa Oliveira
Administrative Assistant

Ms. Katerina Phenodos
Operational Department Supervisor
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Chairs of the CRC Policy Center / Representatives

Prof. Jose’ Noronha Rodrigues
University of Azores, Portugal

Prof. Teresa Pizarro Beleza/Prof. Ana Rita Gil
Nova University of Lisbon, Portugal

Prof. Donata Gottardi/ Dr. Isolde Quadranti
University of Verona, Italy

Prof. Joelle Long/ Prof. Rafaella Galasso
University of Torino, Italy

Prof. Maria Roth, PhD
Babes-Bolyai University, Romania
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Prof. Caroline Adolphsen
Aaarhus University, Denmark

Prof. Jane Williams
Swansea University Wales, UK

Prof. Yvonne Vissing, PhD
Salem State University, USA

Prof. Brian K. Gran
Case Western Reserve University, USA

Mr. Prince Francis Origa
The Institute for Humanitarian Studies
and Social Development, Nigeria
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Programmes
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Programmes
Children’s Shelters: “Homes for Hope”
“Homes for Hope” are the first private shelters in Cyprus for unaccompanied
children. Since 2014 Homes for Hope provide not only accommodation for
unaccompanied children but also multi-disciplinary and holistic support
services that cover all the aspect of their daily lives services (psychological, social,
educational support and integration) and satisfy their needs in the best way possible.
Because of the huge number of unaccompanied children, the European Funds Unit
of the Ministry of Interior published a new call for submission of proposals
regarding the extension of the accommodation infrastructures. Since 2015, “Hope for
Children” CRC Policy Center,
along with the Nicosia
Municipality
Multifunctional
Foundation as partner,
operates two shelters with
maximum accommodation
capacity of 42 children. All
the services provided in both
shelters are adjusted to
Cyprus standards and are
based on models that are
considered good practises in
other EU member States.
Top view of the Children's Shelters "Homes for Hope"

Homes For Hope operate in close cooperation with the Social Welfare Services of the
Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance and are divided in three macro areas
which represent the mechanism of the shelters: Rehabilitation Services,
Integration Services and Durable Solution Services. They are co-funded by
the Asylum, Migration and Integration of the European Fund Unit (90%) and the
Republic of Cyprus (10%).

The Director of the Social Welfare Services is the referral of the children to the shelters
and, according to the National Law, is also the legal guardian of unaccompanied
children in Cyprus.

PROGRAMMES
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Children’s House
Children’s House is a child-friendly, multidisciplinary and interagency model
based on the Barnahus Icelandic model (House of Children) and on European good
practices. Its aim is to provide services and support for children who were sexually
abused preventing, at the same time, re-traumatisation during investigation and court
proceedings.
Children’s House offers relevant services under one roof and, most of all, a childfriendly and safe environment for abused children ensuring the best interest of the
child.
Among the services provided there are:
 multidisciplinary/interagency management;
 forensic interviewing;
 medical examination;
 psychological evaluation;
 psychological therapy and support;
 family therapy and parental counselling;
 social support and rehabilitation.
Furthermore, Children’s House works to raise awareness on sexual abuse
against children with key stakeholders and promote cooperation, through a onestop-shop approach, between relevant authorities and agencies such as, Cyprus Police,
Social Welfare Services, Mental Health Services and Medical Services.
The Children’s House is funded and supervised by the Social Welfare Services of the
Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance.

PROGRAMMES
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Foster care

“Foster care” started in 2016 as a pilot
programme, co-funded by the Asylum,
Migration and Integration of the
European Fund Unit (90%) and the
Republic of Cyprus (10%), for
unaccompanied children and as of
2018 it expanded and addresses all
children under the care of the Social
Welfare Services. Today it represents a
step
forward
towards
the
effective care and protection of
children.
Foster care programme’s purpose is to
Foster parents during a training in Limassol
recruit,
train
and
choose
potential foster care parents. With this programme, foster care department
professionals (psychologists and social workers), identify, evaluate, monitor and offer
their support to candidate foster parents. Foster care department deliver also trainings
to future foster parents with the specific aim to enhance parental skills and give them
the tools in order to be able to respond effectively to their role as foster parents.
The programme is implemented with the collaboration and funding of the Social
Welfare Services, which, as mentioned, is the legal guardian of the children and for
this the responsible for placing them in approved foster families.

PROGRAMMES
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CRC Campus Club
With the aim to educate children in schools about their rights according to The
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) created by the United Nations in
1989, the CRC Campus Club is a non-formal education proramme on human rights
created by “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center.
In 2018, the CRC Campus Clubs was delivered in 4 schools: the American
International School of Cyprus, the English School, the Senior School and
the G.C. School.
The programme raises awareness on children’s rights among young
people giving them tools to claim their rights and the rights of other
children. Children as rights-holders, need to know how to recognise a violation of
their rights and know what can be done to be sure that these rights are respected.
The students attend the Club meetings after classes once a week throughout the
academic year. The CRC Campus Clubs are divided in two parts. In the first
part from October to February, weekly Club meetings are led by the facilitators of
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center, who teach the students about their rights
listed in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This part is devoted to the analysis
and discussion of different topics as well as activities ( workshops, role-play,
games) which contribute to a better comprehension of the topic.

PROGRAMMES
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After the completion of
their
trainings,
a
formal ceremony is
held in which students
receive
certificates,
establishing them as
Student
Ambassadors
of
“Hope For Children’’
CRC Policy Center.
The CRC Campus Clubs
are an opportunity for
students to strengthen
their
leadership,
communication,
Girls of G.C. School during their session of CRC Campus Club working on an
organization,
critical activity about the right of freedom of expression.
thinking, and observation
skills, as well as professionalism. In fact, during the second part, (from the end of the
training to the end of the academic year), with the assistance of the Club supervisors,
the students educate their peers on the rights and topics learned during the
first period by hosting events and involving in activities and actions in their school for
this purpose. The Student Ambassadors of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center will
have the opportunity of assisting the Institution at its various events in an
official capacity.

PROGRAMMES
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Beat Bullying Programme
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center, always on the front line for children’s rights,
has developed the “Beat Bullying Programme” aiming to raise public awareness in the
educational community through the development of methods of identification,
prevention and handling of bullying incidents, including “cyber bullying”.
With this main objective, “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center delivers seminars
and trainings in schools for the establishment of peer-to-peer support and
education groups with the cooperation of the Ministry of Education and Culture
and the Observatory for School Violence.
Sensitization of public opinion and education community for the phenomenon of
school bullying will be mainly (but not only) through the observation of standards.
This strategy is based on the theory of social learning that supports that the
person shapes much of his behavior through observation of others’ behavior.
One of the actions of the programme is the "Peer to Peer Education ", which is already
being implemented in schools. This programme lasts 8 weeks (a 2-hours training a
week) and it is based on psycho - education / information approach. The children
selected are trained by specialists to act as ambassadors against bullying in schools.

PROGRAMMES
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116000 European Missing Children Hotline and Cyprus Mediation
Service
116000 is the common European Emergency Line for missing children. Today this
line operates in 32 Member States.‘’Hope For Children’’ CRC Policy Center operates
the line in Cyprus in collaboration with the Association for the Prevention and
Handling of Violence in the Family (SPAVO).
116000 is targeted at parents, children and all citizens. This service can help in cases
where children have left home, or in case of criminal abduction, parental grabbing,
missing unaccompanied minor immigrants, missing or injured children. It is
especially useful for parents and children traveling, as people who answer calls can
refer them to the competent authorities of the country. The 116000 provides a secure
network when parents and children travel to Europe on holiday for business or other
reasons. The staff of the 116000 European Line is able to provide assistance in the
language of the country or in English.
Since September 2016, the 116000 hotline has expanded, both in the population reach
and the services provided. Now, couples in conflict will be able to use the cross
border family mediation service as a preventive or an intervention tool, whether
their residence is in Cyprus or in any other European country. The establishment of
the mediation service and the training of the staff was funded by the European
Commission (JUST/2015/RDAP/AG/0116).
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Child Abduction Alert Mechanism
The Child Abduction Alert Mechanism in
Cyprus supports the efforts of the Cyprus
Police and the European Hotline for
Missing Children 116000 to trace
children and promote a safe return to their
families. “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center and the Association for the
Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family (SPAVO) are responsible for the
operation of the Child Alert. This initiative is funded by the Daphne III Funding
Programme of the European Commission (JUST/2013/DAP/SAG/CAAM).

European Helpline for Children and Adolescents 116111
The "European Helpline for Children and Adolescents 116 111" is aEuropean
harmonized number addressed exclusively for children and adolescents.
It is operated by ‘’Hope For Children’’ CRC Policy Center and the Association for
Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family(SPAVO) and it provides
anonymously and free direct psychological support to children and teenagers up to 18
years old.

PROGRAMMES
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Campaigns

PROGRAMMES

26

Campaigns
Choose Hope 2018
On the occasion of the 28th United Nations “Universal Children’s Day” celebrated on
20th of November 2018, “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center run the “Choose
Hope” Campaign (from 20th November until 31th of December) highlighting its
engagement in the protection of children’s rights.

The official poster of the campaign

.
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Choose Hope Campaign was launched during the 10th anniversary of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center.

Children of Little Stars Montessori Nursery School, Nicosia

.
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#StandbyGreece

Following the devastating fires that hit Greece
affecting hundreds of people, ‘’Hope For
Children’’ CRC Policy Center organised the
campaign #StandByGreece to help children
and families.
#StandByGreece run from 31st of July until
August 3rd generating a wave of support
from the Cypriot people. The highlight of the
campaign was the fundraising concert on
the31st of July at Nicosia’s Municipal Park where famous musicians, such as Anna Vissi
and Antonis Remos performed together. The Goodwill Ambassador of “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Centre, Giorgos Theophanous hosted the event. The event was
under the auspices of the Volunteer Commissioner Yiannis Giannakis. Banking
organizations, NGOs, businesses
and individuals, under the
auspices of the Volunteer
Commissioner, joined forces and
organise
a
nationwide
fundraising Radio Marathon. TV
presenters, radio producers,
actors and artists from RIK's
Third Program were hosts of the
Radio Marathon.
The money raised contributed to
rebuilding
public
infrastructures
that
will
primarily benefit the children of
the Attica area.
Staff and Volunteers during the #StandbyGreece campaign

.
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19th Days of Activism
This annual initiative promoted by "Hope For Children" CRC Policy Center aimed at
raising awareness and engaging children and adults in promoting the
Prevention of Child Abuse as stated in the same United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child.
The 2018 guiding
theme has been "One
Day, One Right.
One step further in
child protection".
Organizations,
Corporate
partners,
media, public entities,
civil society, children
and young people were
invited to participate
and to support HFC in
raising
awareness
by promoting
one
Article of the UNCRC.
Each of the 19 days,
from the 1st to the 19th In the framework of the celebration of the 3rd day of Activism, the children of
G.C. decided to realize an activity about art 13 of CRC on the right of freedom
of November, were of expression. They underlined the significance of freedom of expression
dedicated
to
one through some important people who fought for this right.
Right. Many events
were organised and devoted to this campaign. The participation of the young
ambassadors of the CRC Campus Clubs, who implemented creative activities in their
schools, was also very significant.

.
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Activities implemented in the framework of the 19 Days of Activism campaign:









Day 2: Roundtable on eradicating corporal punishment and
emotional repression against children under CHAPTER project (cofounded by the European Commission);
Day 3: Creative activity on freedom of expression at GC School of
Careers by CRC Ambassadors;
Day 5: Rock Walk street fashion show Nassos Louizos- the Handmade;
Day 8: Friendship Week at Grammar School by Psychologists from "Hope
for Children" CRC Policy Center;
Day 12: Training on inclusive education to students of Gymnasio
Palouriotissas under MEDIS project (co-funded by the Erasmus +);
Day 18: Radisson Blu Larnaka International Marathon;
Day 19: Storytelling event “The Forgotten Cinderella” in collaboration
with The Majestic Music Tree.

Storyteller and musician,
Elenitsa Georgiou, using
creative
and
fun
activities to engage
children in active playing
and learning about other
cultures for the day
dedicated to the right to
leisure, play and free
time.

.
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Projects
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Projects

ALFACA II: Implementing Sustainable Alternative Family Care for
Unaccompanied Children
Through the implementation of ALFACA II (Ref. REC-RCHI-PROF-AG-2016RECCHILD-AG-2016/REC-CHILD-AG-2016-0-764239), “Hope For Children” CRC Policy
Centre and other partners from six different countries (Italy, Greece, Belgium, Croatia,
Cyprus), aim to support capacity building on rights of the child and child protection
for practitioners and professionals working for and with migrant minors
in EU territory.

The two-day experts meeting in the framework of the European project called ALFACA II: Implementing a
Sustainable Alternative Family Care for Unaccompanied Children was completed with success. With the
hosting and organization of the "Hope For Children" CRC Policy Center.

PROJECTS.
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Specifically, the project, under the coordination of the Dutch foundation NIDOS,
has the objectives of:





Increasing awareness and spreading practical knowledge on the importance of
providing family base care to vulnerable groups of children in the
participating countries;
Providing the possibility to set up family base care as a reasonable
alternative to institutional care;
Providing ALFACA-trainings directly to professionals in several EU
Member States.

The project is co-funded by The Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme
of the European Union.

Attendance of representatives of the organization at the kick-off meeting of the Alternative Family Care
Project ALFACA-II in Utrecht, organized by the organization NIDOS - coordinator of the programme.
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#ATTraCT+ Transnational cooperation and new technologies to train
social workers on trafficking in human beings

The project “Transnational cooperation and new technologies to train social
workers on trafficking in human
beings” (Ref. 2018-1-FR01-KA204047947)
gathers
8
organizations
specialized in trafficking and migration
issues as well as in the training for
professionals, in 4 European countries:
Spain, Italy, Cyprus and France.
In detail, the project aims to:
 promote and develop the competencies of social workers in the
identification, support and protection of victims of human
trafficking;
 design and implement innovative digital tools (a “digital travelogue”, a
mobile and a computer application, 5 video clips, a digital comic) and methods
of training based on a transnational, participatory and open approach.
The organizations involved in this project are: Mujeres en Zona de Conflicto, On the
Road, Cooperativa sociale Dedalus Cooperativa sociale, Associazione culturale
cooperazione internazionale Sud Sud (CISS), Cooperativa sociale Proxima, “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Center, Cyprus Refugee Council, and Association ALC, which is
also the coordinator.
The Kick-off meeting was organised in Nice, France on the 23rd and 24th October 2018.
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CAN-MDS II : Coordinated Response to Child Abuse and Neglect via a
Minimum Data Set: from planning to practice ‘CAN-MDS II’
CAN (Child Abuse and Neglect) is a complex public problem caused by numerous
factors related to individual, family and community which can affect children’s life
forever.
The lack of knowledge, data and understanding of violence against children due to
shame or fear, are problematic. Underreporting and under-recordings of CAN cases
greatly contribute to the occurrence of the phenomenon.
CAN-MDS II project (Ref. JUST/2015/RDAP/AG/M/4000009839) aims for this
reason:
 to create a network of professionals, enforcing available tools they have
when reporting and registering CAN cases;

 to enhance cooperation between professionals and child well-being
sectors;

 to improve reliable data to prevent, identify, report and treat each case.
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Chapter. “Children Help Movement Against Physical Threatening and
Emotional Repression”

Aiming to ensure the defence of children against physical
violence,
the
Chapter
project
(Ref.
JUST/2015/RDAP/AG/CORP/9176)
has
been
implemented to create a programme of care for the
empowernment of children and their parents, as well as a
cycle of prevention, detention, guidance, rehabilitation
and integration of children and young people suffering from corporal
punishments (CP).
The project was funded by the European Union’s Rights, Equality and
Citizenship Programme. It is coordinated by PULSE Foundation (Bulgaria), in
partnership with “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Centre (Cyprus), EVRIS Foundation
(Iceland), National Network for Children (Bulgaria) and UMAR(Portugal).

The objectives of the program
are:
 develop
an
unified
approach for presenting the
problem and rethinking of
corporal punishment (CP):
 deepen
skills
and
knowledge among authorities;
 raise general awareness in
the society about experiences
and consequences that CP can
have
on
children
and
The partnership meeting in Cyprus
adolescents;
 disseminate “best practices” at international level;
 coordinate the efforts of various social structures and communities
to work in direction of legislative changes and virtually eliminate the issue.
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Activities implemented in the framework of Chapter:
In the framework of the project, Ms Christine
Mavrou and Ms Dialechti Chatzoudi as trainers
on behalf of “Hope For Children” delivered
training courses, focus groups and a rountable
in Cyprus.
Below the list of the Chapter events:








13-14-15 June 2018, 21-22-23 June 2018,
Training Course on Corporal Punishment
against children and young people
involving Teachers, students and
parents, Nicosia, Cyprus;
2nd October 2018, Focus Group with
Teacher, Nicosia, Cyprus;
Christine Mavrou and Dialechti Chatzoudi
26th October 2018, Focus Group with during the final Conference for Chapter in
Bulgaria.
Stakeholder, Nicosia, Cyprus;
2nd November 2018, Roundtable on Eradicating Corporal Punishment and
emotional repression against children with national stakeholders, Nicosia,
Cyprus;
15th November 2018, Final Conference on strategies to Corporal Punishment,
Bulgaria.

‘’Hope For Children’’ CRC Policy Center Representatives and national
stakeholders at the Chapter roundtable
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Child Friendly JT. The right of minors to information, translation and
interpretation in criminal proceedings: development of child-friendly
justice tools
Child Friendly JT (Ref. JUST-AG-2016/760674) is a project which aims to
contribute to the effective and coherent application of the EU criminal law to
enhance the rights of minors suspected or accused of crime. It is extremely
important for minors to know their rights and to get information formatted for their
age and maturity. Only in this way will it be possible to increase their confidence in
themselves and in the judicial system and to promote their effective
participation in criminal proceedings.
Specifically, the project aims to:







Implement the Directives 2012/13 EU (on the right of information on
criminal proceedings), 2010/64 EU (on the right to interpretation and
translation in criminal proceedings) and 2016/800 EU (on procedural
safeguards for children suspected or accused in criminal proceedings);
improve the understanding of the information given to minors as well as to
their parents/holders of parental responsibility in criminal proceedings;
facilitate the right of translation and interpretation informing minors
about charges in a language they can understand, contributing at the same time
to more friendly European Juvenile Justice System;
develop tools that juvenile justice professionals may apply to assure
the correct application of Directives and the rights to information and
translation.

The project is co-ordinated by Fundación Diagrama Intervención Psicosocial
(Spain).
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CONVEY: digital education for gender equality
CONVEY aims to prevent sexual violence
and harassment against women raising
awareness about gender stereotypes and
sexualisation of women in digital media.
The project promotes a comprehensive programme which fights gendered
stereotypes and stimulates critical thinking skills based on innovative online
non formal and participative tools.
Specifically, the project will pursue the
following objectives:
 to
develop
peer-to-peer
approaches to education and
awareness-raising on sexual violence
and harassment against women by
training young people;
 to educate and contribute to
behavioural change of young
people in the field of sexual violence,
harassment and gender stereotyping by
developing
an
educational
Anca Clivet Chatzimilioudis with the counsellors during the simulation game (CONVEY not
training
a game) and a pilot creative
programme of gender equality and sexual education, critical digital media
literacy;


to foster the respect of women’s rights and dignity in schools
through a train-the-trainer programme for teachers.

In the context of the project "Hope For Children" CRC Policy Center organized and
implemented a specialized two days-workshop for educators and school
counsellors on the topics of gender-based violence and gender equality. The
workshops took place at the headquarters of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center
from the 10th to the 13th of December 2018. The main goal of the workshop was to
share best practices on gender on the promotion of equality and facilitate the
implementation of the Pilot Programme for Young People using the digital tool
“CONVEY, Not A Game”.

PROJECTS.

40

CONVEY-NOT A GAME
In the framework of CONVEY, an interactive
game named CONVEY-NOT A GAME, was
developed across 5 chapters, through minigames, flashbacks and videos based on real
testimonies of violence
survivors, the player becomes the detective looking for the people responsible
for the crimes committed against a child, a girl, a woman and a student, while the
detective’s own history of violence comes to surface.
The aim is, through awareness-raising on gender stereotypes and on the sexualisation
of women in digital media, to support the prevention of sexual violence and
harassment against women and girls.
The “point-and-click” game of the CONVEY
project features an investigation style of
gameplay, highlighting both the criminal
nature of abuses and at the same time
supporting the agency of the players, who will
feel more involved and empathetic with the
survivors whose crimes they are solving.
Through the development of a game and the
implementation of a training programme for
Teaser for the launching of CONVEY-NOT A GAME teachers and students of secondary schools,
the project aims to foster the respect for
women’s rights and to change the behaviour of young people that reinforces
gender stereotypes and leads to gender-based violence.
This game has been produced with the financial support of the Rights, Equality
and Citizenship (REC) Programme of the European Union.
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CREUS
CREUS project (Ref 2017-1-UK01-KA202-036681)
follows the need to explore and establish alternative
ways to apply non – formal, artistic and cultural
learning and, at the same time, enhance youth
development and transversal skills.
Moreover, the purpose of the project is to nurture
youth skills through activities in
unconventional spaces where young people can be easily inspired and
comfortable.
Specifically, the project aims to:

Ms Evi Neocleus and Ms Deina Fortes with the project
partners in Amsterdam, Netherlands

 work with disadvantaged young
people (aged 16-24) through creative,
non -formal activities such as
theatres, workshops, music sessions,
story-telling, video-watching,
experiential workshops, team-building
activities, role-plays and outdoor
activities;
 improve their personal
development and life skills
enhancing their employability;
 explore learning by peer
mentoring, learning from individuals
with similar backgrounds and sharing
practices.

The concept of peer mentoring is of foremost importance. It means to embark on a
metaphorical journey together (mentors and mentees) that let them both learn from
each other and discover more about themselves.
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HIT: Hate Interrupter Teams: Youth counteracting hate speech towards
migrants and minorities through participatory and creative campaigning

The HIT project (Ref. REC-RRAC-RACI-AG-2017807861) is coordinated by “Hope For Children” CRC Policy
Center. It aims to develop a new model of European youth
empowerment to tackle racism, xenophobia and
discrimination aimed at migrants. At is heart is the
concept of ‘Hate Interrupter Teams’ (HITs) – task
groups of young people developed through participatory, inclusive arts-based
practices, facilitated by youth workers, mentors and guidance practitioners,
intervening in hate speech and behaviour towards migrants in their communities, at
school and among their peers.
In October, the kick-off meeting took
place in Nicosia, led by “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Center, the
partners coming from 7 EU member
states
discussed
about
the
implementation of the first activities of
HIT project.
The project is co-funded by The Rights,
Equality
and
Citizenship
Programme of The European
Union.
In this picture Sofia Leitao, Director of Research &
Development Division, during the HIT kick-off meeting
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IA-Child: Procedural safeguards of accused or suspected children:
improving the implementation of the right to individual assessment
IA-Child project (JUST-JACC-AG-2017) aims to strengthen the knowledge of legal
regulation and practice regarding the Individual Assessment of suspected or
accused children in criminal proceedings in 4 European Countries: Croatia,
Cyprus, Greece and Lithuania. This project came from the necessity for children to be
protected in their best interest not only when they are victims but also when they
violate the law. Individual assessment of suspected or accused children should help to
identify child’s specific needs in terms of protection, education, training and
social integration.
The project aims to:




enhance the rights of suspected or accused children in criminal
proceedings;
implement art. 7 of the Directive (EU) 2016/800 on procedural
safeguards for children;
increase mutual knowledge among experts.

All the project partners will contribute to the training of the practitioners
underlining the importance of Individual Assessment and using it during the decisions
related to suspected or accused children. This training will raise the awareness of the
professionals, policy makers and academics on the importance of the Individual
Assesment.

PROJECTS.

44

Integra : Multidisciplinary Mentorship programme to support the
entrepreneurship of children in care and young care-leavers
INTEGRA
(REC-AG-2017/REC-RCHI-PROF-AG2017-785703) is coordinated by “Hope For Children”
CRC Policy Center. It aims to understand and assess the
state-parents’ responsibilities and the care leavers’
challenges when children in care are transitioning to
adulthood life, promoting a Collaboration Continuum Network of interested
stakeholders.
The project aims to:
 develop and pilot a Mentoring Integration Programme (MIP) to train
and enhance the capacity of residential care professionals as Leaving Care
Mentors (LCM) to support the resilience, entrepreneurial drive and forward
goal projection skills of children in care;
 disseminate the sustainability of the programme through the development of a
socially responsible Platform for Cooperation in order to connect state
parents, care leavers and stakeholders.
INTEGRA
Mentoring
Integration
Programme
(MIP) envisions a personalized
participatory framework, where
the mentor has the role to
guide, connect, mediate and
support the children in the
restoration process of new
reference points for his/her
future as well as socioeconomic
and
cultural
inclusion as a person integrated
into the community.
All the partners gathered during the kick-off meeting in Nicosia,
Cyprus.

The first transnational meeting for the INTEGRA project took place in Nicosia, Cyprus,
in June 2018. This meeting, attended by the partners from 5 countries, Associacao
Portuguesa Conversas De Psicologia Apcdp(Portugal), Associacio per a la Creacio i
Estudis de Projectes Socials C.E.P.S.(Spain), The Smile of the Child(Greece),
Mediterranean Management Centre (Cyprus), CESIE (Italy), represented the kick-off
of the project.
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MEDIS: Mediterranean Inclusive Schools
With the aim to strengthen and consolidate social cohesion,
intercultural education and local language in a multilingual
framework of newly arrived migrants at primary and
secondary schools through the Mediterranean
Inclusive Schools Programme, MEDIS tries to face the
new challenges of the migration phenomena in the Mediterranean regions.
The programme will adapt skills and inclusive methodologies needed by the
educational community: teachers and other pupils.
Led by WUSMED in Spain, the project consortium consists of 9 partners from 7
different countries: Spain, Cyprus, Greece, Bulgaria, Italy and Portugal. “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Centre, as member of the consortium, is working in the
development and implementation of the project activities.
The project (Ref. 592206-EPP-1-2017-1-ES-EPPKA3-IPI-SOC-IN) is co-funded by
Erasmus+ programme of The European Union.

Activities implemented in the framework of MEDIS:

21st of June, the International
Research Centre CARDET in
collaboration with “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Centre
organized a workshop through
which they represented MEDIS
Project along with the first phase of
the project and the first findings
from the ongoing research.

12th of November, training to
the students of the Gymnasio
The delivery of MEDIS training to the students of
Palouriotissas. This event supported
Gymnasion Palouriotissas.
the 19 Days of Activism
Campaign run by “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center. On that day it was
celebrated the right to quality, inclusive education, article 29 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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PROMISE II. “Commitment and Capacity Building for the European
Barnahus Movement”

With the implementation of the PROMISE II
project (REC-CHILD-AG-2016-01-764236), “Hope
for Children” CRC Policy Center, the coordinator
Council of Baltic Sea States and the partners Child Circle (Belgium), SAPI (Bulgaria),
Child Protection Unit (Estonia), National Institute for Health and Welfare (Finland),
Childhood Foundation (Germany), Eszter Foundation (Hungary), Szociális
Szolgáltatók Közhasznú Egyesülete (Hungary), TUSLA (Ireland), Centre Dardedze
(Latvia), Empowering Children Foundation (Poland), Save the Children (Romania),
NHS (England) aim at:


ensuring that child victims and witnesses of violence have access to
Barnahus models in the project countries so that they can benefit from childfriendly, highly professional, effective, highly professional multi-disciplinary
and interagency response in a safe environment, ensuring their rights
to protection, support and to be heard without being exposed
to heightened risks of re- victimization;



promoting the Barnahus
(Children’s House) model,
which has been recognized by
governments,
practitioners,
children and care-givers as
a good practice in protecting
child victims. The model
embraces multi-disciplinary
and interagency cooperation
between social services, police,
prosecutors, judges, pediatrics
and
child/adolescent Participants at the Promise2 National roundtable held in
Cyprus by ‘’Hope For Children’’ CRC Policy Center
psychiatry.



ensuring commitment and engagement from key authorities, agencies and
professions, by promoting inter-agency dialogue at national level
through national strategic roundtables, ongoing exchange and the
development of national roadmaps, inter-agency agreements and
frameworks, building on successful models that have been put in place in for
example, Iceland, Norway and Sweden.
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Activities implemented in the framework of PROMISE II:
“Hope for Children’’ CRC Policy
Center, implemented specialized
trainings delivered by experienced
professionals from abroad (doctors,
judges, psychologists, social workers)
in
which
representatives
of
government agencies and members of
the Organization participated.


4th of July 2018, National
Round table of Promise2 Project at Hilton Park Hotel in
Rountable, Nicosia, Cyprus. Nicosia
The main speakers of the
roundtable, were Professor Gordana Buljan Flander, Ph.D., Psychologist and
Psychotherapist, Director of Child and Youth Protection Center of Zagreb and
Ana Marija Spanic, Psychologist, from the Child and Youth Protection Center
of Zagreb, Croatia.



13 September 2018 Workshop, "Judicial Procedures - Child Friendly Justice ",
Nicosia, Cyprus. The main speaker of the workshop was Judge, Lana Peto
Kujundzic, PhD, President of Department for Juveniles County Court of Zagreb,
President of Association for Juvenile and family judges and Experts for
Children in Croatia.



25th -26th October 2018 Tailor made 2 days training ,"Medical evaluation for
sexually abused children-A Multidisciplinary Approach", Nicosia, Cyprus. The
main speakers were Dr. Andrea Goddard, Paediatrician and Ms Christine
Murphy, Family Nurse, Crisis Counsellor both working at CYP Havens, King’s
College Hospital in London, United Kingdom.



5th -6th December 2018 Psycho-therapy training,
Multidisciplianry/Interagency planning and case management in the context
of Childre’s House in Linkoping, Sweden. The main speakers were experts
working at Barnahus (Children's House) in Linkoping.
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SupportVoc. Development of a Generica Support Services Model to
enhance the Rights of Victims of Crime
SupportVoc project aims to promote and protect
rights of victims of crime with a particular focus on
vulnerable victims.
According to the Directive 2012/29 EU (art.8),
which established minimum standards on rights, support and protection for victims of
crime (Voc), the project promotes cooperation between authorities and
organizations coming into contact with victims of crime, as well as the
implementation of general and specialist support for the victims. Through the
analysis of the European and national framework and the analysis of the perspective
of
policy
makers
and
professionals who work with
victims, the project will develop
a Strategic Plan Model for
Generic Victims Support
Services.
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy
Center is working with the
following partners: Universitat
de Barcelona (Spain), Family
and Child Care Centre – KMOP
Study visit in Barcelona for SupportVoc Project
(Greece); National Centre for
Social Solidarity – EKKA (Greece); Animus Association Foundation – AAF (Bulgaria):
Centro Studi Ed Iniziative Europeo – CESIE (Italy)

Activities implemented in the framework of SupportVoc:




1st of June, Focus Group with stakeholders, Nicosia, Cyprus;
8th to 10th of October, Study visit Barcelona, Spain;
March to May, Interviews with professionals who come in contact with
victims, Nicosia, Cyprus.
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Transnational Youth Forum on the right to Education: Building a
brighter future for the Children on the Move

“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center coordinates
this project, which engages universities and
organisations from Spain, Italy, Portugal, and France
in researching and discussing with key stakeholders in
their local contexts to reveal the existing gaps and
problems regarding the challenges of integration of
Children on the Move in the education system.
This project is empowering young adults (aged 16-30) to contribute tangibly
to policy reforms at national and European level in order to find long terms
solutions to prevent early abandonment of schools, absenteeism and losing of
motivation to pursue further studies/higher education. TYF participants will conduct
research, participate in dialogue with stakeholders and among themselves, and finally
take part at the Transnational Youth Forum from the 16th to 18th of October
2019 in Nicosia, Cyprus.
The project is co-funded by Erasmus+ programme of The European Union
(Ref. 2018-2-CY02-KA347-001291).
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Volunteering Projects
The Volunteering Projects are part of the Erasmus+
Program that provides young people aged 17-30 a real
life experience with an opportunity to express personal
commitment through full-time voluntary activities in a
foreign country. The VP framework enables the volunteers
to be involved in an inter-cultural learning
experience within a non-formal education environment
by developing an individual learner’s plan recognised
through a Youthpass form certified across Europe.
“Hope For Children’’ CRC Policy Center in 2018 hosted for one more year VP
volunteers in the scope of the “Home for Hope” Project at the organisation’s
shelters for unaccompanied children and of the “Stand Up for Children’s Rights,
Initiative and Research” Project at the Research & Development Division.

VP for “Home for Hope”
The VP
(Ref. 2018-2-CY02-KA125-001337), housed at the shelters for
unaccompanied children, was a
fertile ground for EVS activities. In
particular, it aimed to:







contribute to the
rehabilitation and
integration of the
unaccompanied children
hosted by the Institution;
assist with psychosocial
support and counselling;
establish mechanisms of
durable solution for family
tracing,
assessment
and Volunteers during their on-arrival training in Kakopetria,
Cyprus
reunification;
provide non-formal education seminars and other youth initiatives in
order to tackle social exclusion and discrimination, and guarantee protection
and safety to the unaccompanied children.
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VP for “Stand Up for Children’s Rights, Initiative and Research”
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center’s Research & Development
Division hosted this project (Ref. 2018-1-CY02-KA125-001201) with the main
objective of fostering mutual understanding amongst diverse young people, promoting
tolerance and acceptance, and developing transferable skills in the field of
children’s rights at the level of research, and designing concrete initiatives.
The volunteers have been involved in the following activities:






support
and
administrative
activities, where the
volunteers have assisted
in the progress of the
regular schedule and
activities of the division;
researches (primary
and
secondary),
surveys tasks, country
reports on themes and
topics connected with the
promotion
and
the
protection of children’s Volunteer during their on-arrival training in Nicosia,
rights, gender equality Cyprus
and gender-based violence, bullying, child-friendly justice systems, and
others;
development of a creative personal project related to the themes
of the organization.
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Training of Mentors
In the context of Erasmus+ Volunteering Projects, “Hope For Children" CRC Policy
Center, organized and implemented a training for mentors, “Mentoring Journey for
long-term volunteers" on 6th November 2018. The mentors will give support and
provide guidance to the volunteers from different European countries, working in the
organization. Through this training, the mentors had the opportunity to know better
the hosting organization and the characteristics of the Volunteering Projects, to talk
and try different mentoring tools sharing their expectations regarding this role. Mrs
Anca Clivet Chatzimilioudi, EU Project Officer and Ms Catherine De Geynst, Clinical
Psychologist For Hope For Children delivered the training as trainers.

The new mentors of the organization at the HFC Headquarters with the trainers Mrs Anca Clivet
Chatzimilioudi and Ms Catherine De Geynst

PROJECTS.

53

Chairs of CRC Policy Center
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center is represented in seven different countries
across the world by ten Chairs.




7 Chairs in Europe : 2 Chairs in Portugal, 2 Chairs in Italy, 1 Chair in Romania,
1 Chair in Denmark, 1 Chair in Wales
2 Chairs in USA - 1 Chair in Massachusetts, 1 Chair in Ohio
1 Chair in Africa , Nigeria.

The Chairs Programme is designed for Universities / Research Centers inviting
academics and researchers to work together to protect and promote Children’s Rights.
The Chairs act as agents of knowledge on children’s rights within the academic
community through policy and practice, by teaching, conducting research, and, where
is favorable, doing initiatives of public interest.

Study Visit of Chairs
In June 2018, Dr. Isolde Quadranti, who is the supporting officer for the Programme’s
Chair holder Prof. Donata Gottardi of University of Verona, visited the “Homes for
Hope” shelters of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center. Prof. Gottardi used this
opportunity to gather data regarding unaccompanied children in Cyprus and to get
further acquainted with the work of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center. She found
the experience very enriching and useful for her work. Dr. Isolde received financial
support through Erasmus + Staff Mobility for Training Programme, which funded her
travel costs and accommodation. She applied for this programme through her
University’s International Relations Department.
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New Chairs
Invited to become a Chair, Prof. Jane Williams, co-founder of the Observatory on
Human Rights of Children at the University of Swansea in Wales, UK, was welcomed
into the programme in August 2018.

Chairs’ meetings
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center maintains regular contact with all the Chairs
through group online meetings.
The main goals of the meetings are:
•
to inform the Chairs about the future plans and goals of the Programme;
•
to collect information about their potential involvement in each activity;
•
to gather feedback about the impact of the Chair title/position;
•
to investigate about the Chair needs, ideas and projects and about how HFC
can contribute to them;
•
to identify the Chairs priorities in order to focus the collaboration with them
on specific topics and projects;
•
to promote a better and constant communication between the Chairs and the
Organisation;
•
to collect reports from the Chairs about the activities implemented during the
academic year 2017/2018.

Upcoming projects and events
The Chairs are working on a join publication , “The Rights of Unaccompanied Minors:
International Perspectives and Case Studies”, which will be produced under the
supervision and coordination of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center.
Planning and organization is underway for the International Chair Conference to be
held on 16th and 17th of October 2019 in Nicosia, Cyprus.
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Meetings

.

56

Meetings

Youth forum on "Migration Across EU-MENA Region: New Perspective,
New Understanding"

Organized by the Swedish Institute Alexandria, the
International Organization for Migration and the
Danish Egyptian Dialogue Institute, the Youth
Forum took place in Alexandria, Egypt from the
28th of April to the 2nd of May.
It addressed the regional phenomenon of
migration based on the role of youth in
conceiving the future through deep discussions
about trends, challenges as well as opportunities in
the regions. “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center
took part to the Youth Forum represented by
Christine Shahbenderian, from the Research &
Development Division.

In this picture Christine Shahbenderian,
during her speech at the Youth Forum in
Alexandria, Egypt.
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Empowering policy makers in managing migration flows
“Empowering policy makers
in managing migration flows”
was the title of a meeting
which took place in Nicosia
from the 10th to the 11th of
May 2018. Organized by the
Mediterranean
Migration
Network
(MMN),
the
meeting was an opportunity
to gather representatives
from different organizations
in Europe and Cyprus to
discuss about Asylum,
A moment of the meeting “Empowering policy makers in managing
Migration
and migration flows” in Nicosia
Integration as well as to
revisit and develop future steps. The meeting was attended by representatives of
services and authorities from the Republic of Cyprus, International Organizations and
NGO’s from other EU- countries.
“Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center was represented by Christine Shahbenderian,
for the Research & Development Division.
Among the main objectives of the meeting were:


to introduce the Mediterranean Migration Network to the local stakeholder and
to provide insights on how the MMN can support their work;



to provide opportunities of good practices exchange;



to identify practitioners working in migration and integration;



to develop synergies and networks;



to suggest future MMN activities.

The topics of the meeting included the framework of education, work, basic services,
social inclusion, coordination, policy making, active participation and the active
involvement of the Mediterranean Migration Network on migration in integration
issues.
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“Ideas 2019”
“Ideas 2019” was the title of the meetings and networking events which took place in
European Commission and held on 18-19 January 2018 and 14 December 2018. With
the aim to create new partnerships and strengthen the existing ones, the
meetings were an important opportunity to bring new ideas.

Catherine De Geynst and all the other participants at the European
Commission during the meeting “Ideas 2019” organized by CESIE

Ms. Catherin De Geynst, clinical psychologist, attended the event on behalf of “Hope
For Children” CRC Policy Center, presenting a new project to improve the care of
children on the move, taking into consideration the needs and good practices noticed
during her work on the field.
The events were organized by the Italian organization CESIE not only with the aim of
strengthening European partnerships but also of improving care of Children on the
Move.
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Youth Forum on "Migration Across EU-MENA Region: New Perspective,
New Understanding"
The Youth Forum organized
by the United Nations
Major Group for Children
and Youth (UNMGCY),
which helped guide youth
engagement
in
the
International Conference
on Migration (ICM), was
the opportunity to discuss
about how to implement,
follow up and review
the Global Compact on
Migration (GCM). It was
held in Marrakech on 8th
and 9th of December and it
was attended by 160 young
participants from all over Christine Shahbenderian networking with international delegates
the world. The Youth
Forum was also the opportunity to send a very strong message about the importance
for the youth to be heard and, most of all, to make the difference through their voices.
“Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center attended the meeting represented by Christine
Shahbenderian.
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Meetings of the Lanzarote Committee
Following the path of the
Convention on the protection of
Children
against
sexual
exploitation
and
sexual
abuse, the Lanzarote Committee
monitors its implementation and
at the same time it evaluates the
situation on the protection of
children
at
national
level
according to the information
provided by national authorities.
One of its point of strength is
monitoring through periodic
meetings.
During the last year, “Hope for The representatives of the member states and international
Children” Policy Center attended organisation present
the 21st and the 22nd meeting of the Lanzarote Committee respectively in Strasburg,
France and in The Hague, Netherlands.
The 21st meeting of the Lanzarote Committee took place from the 20th to the 22nd of
June, the 2nd took place from the 7th to the 9th of November 2018.
The agenda covered important items about:




self-generated sexual material by children;
legal framework of each country;
good practices applied by the Member States.

The discussion was the opportunity to exchange information, experiences as well as
good practices to improve the capacity to prevent and combat sexual exploitation and
sexual abuse of children.
The discussion led to the preparation of a questionnaire to disseminate in all CoE
countries in order to collect information about the argument.
On behalf of “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center, Kristina Marku, the Coordinator
of the Child Protection Department attended the 21st meeting and the 22nd was
attended by Joseph Borghese, Director General of HFC.
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Educational visit in Sweden
In line with the work and operations of the Children’s House and under the framework
of the EU funded project PROMISE II, “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center
organized a 2 days of educational visit in Sweden from the 15th to the 17th of April.
With the aim to receive
information
about
the
procedures followed by the
Swedish model, with regard to
the medical and forensic
examination as well as to the
approach used in cases of
sexual abuse on children,
the team visited the two
Children’s Houses in Linköping
and in Stockholm.
In the team who visited the
Children’s Houses were Mrs
Alexandra Iacovidou Kameri,
Social Worker for the HFC
Children’s House, two private
sector paediatricians, Dr. Charis Mrs. Alexandra Iacovidou Kameri, Social Worker for Hope For
Hadjigeorgiou and Dr. Ero Children CRC Policy Center during the educational visit at
Hadjicosti, and two forensic Children’s Houses in Linkoping and Stockholm
doctors of the Republic of
Cyprus, Dr Angeliki Papetta and Dr Nicholas Charalampous.
The visit was also an opportunity to network and discuss about good practices.
Both Children’s Houses follow the same practices in regard to sexual abuse on children
and to physical violence incidents against children.
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Trainings, seminars
& workshops
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Trainings, seminars and workshops
“Sexually abused children, a multidisciplinary approach”
“Sexually
abused
children,
a
multidisciplinary approach” was a 3 hours
workshop conducted by representatives of
"Hope For Children" CRC Policy Center on
the 19th of March.
The workshop included a presentation of
the work done by the Children’s House,
and it was focused on raising awareness on
recognizing, dealing and providing
therapy to children victims of sexual
abuse. The workshop was conducted by
Marios Nicolaou, Senior Social Worker Flyer of the workshop
and Zoi Kinikli, Clinical psychologist of the
Children’s House, and was hosted by the MSc in Forensic Psychology at UCLan Cyprus.

Racism and Diversity workshop
“Hope For Children’’ CRC Policy Center
organized an experiential workshop on
Racism and Diversity held at Omodos
Gymnasium last 10th of May. The
educational
counsellor,
Anna
Charalambous and the psychologist
Constantina Gregoriou, with the
students of 1st grade, delivered the
workshop and debated in order for
them to acknowledge and respect
diversity, through different activities.
The educational counselor Anna Charalambous and the
psychologist Constantina Gregoriou with the students
of the Omodos Gymnasium.
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Educational seminar about sexual abuse
In the framework of the main activities carried out by the Children’s House, an
educational seminar about sexual abuse was delivered by the representative of the Law
Office and Public Prosecutor, Mr. Marios Koutsoftas on the 18th of May.

Staff of the Children’s House and professionals from different fields attending the educational seminar

During the seminar was discussed the essential role of the cross examination in Court
and some relevant cases concerning children sexual abuse. It was underlined the
importance of the role of experts in such delicate cases and in during the cross
examination as well. In particular, guidelines for psychologists who testify in the Court
were provided.
The staff of the Children’s House of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center, the
Representatives from the Social Welfare Services, the Mental Health Services,
paediatricians and medical examiners attended the event.
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1st Conference of Forensic psychology in the UCLAN University
“Forensic Mental Health” was the title of the 1st Conference of Psychology held on
from the 25th to the 27th of June in the UCLAN. During that occasion guests and
representatives of the Cyprus prison discussed important topics such as juvenile
delinquency,
mental
retardation and psychological
disorders.
Olga
Themeli,
Professor of criminal psychology,
spoke about the consequences of
imprisoning to the convicted
people and representatives from
the Mental Health Services
mentioned the services provided in
prison. During the conference
professionals as lawyers and
psychiatrists
presented
and
explained practical cases.
Educational
seminars
about
women and justice, suicides and
suicidal attempts were held in the
same occasion.
The headmaster of the prison,
the police
offices and the leader of the course in forensic psychology of UCLAN University took
part at the Conference.
A moment of the 1st Conference of Forensic Psychology representatives from

Ms. Andromahi Pavlidou, and Ms. Ioanna Drousiotou, Clinical psychologists and Ms.
Rodoula Papalambrianou, Social Worker, attended the event on behalf of “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Center.
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“Kiko and the Hand: the underwear rule”: workshops about sexual abuse
In the context of “1 in 5 campaign”, Hope For Children CRC Policy Center delivered
several workshops in kindergartens about sexual abuse. The workshops were based on
the tale “Kiko and
the
Hand-The
underwear rule” of
the Council of Europe
and they had the
purpose
to
make
children aware about
sexual abuses, about
the difference between
good
and
bad
touches,
body
privacy and limits
and, most of all, what
to do to safeguard
themselves
from
sexual abuse.
The message inside
the story taught them
also to respect other’s
Anna Charalambous and Evi Neocleous in a kindergarten during the
body and privacy.
workshop.
Andromahi Pavlidou, Clinical Psychologist, Anna Charalambous, Educational
Counselor and Evi Neocleous, Coordinator of Child Development Department of
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center, delivered the workshops in the schools to
teach the underwear rules.
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Events
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Events of 2018
UNITED Musical Vibes Concert
On the 28th of April, The United Musical Vibes concert in
aid of “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center took place
at Strovolos Theatre in Nicosia.
The event gathered talented young musicians and
choir members in a special musical celebration.
Students participating in United Musical Vibes included
children from The American International School in
Cyprus, The English School, The Falcon School, The
European University and The European Conservatoire
String Orchestra.

Poster of the event.

The aim of the festival was not
only to raise awareness of the
ever-increasing levels of
child abuse, but also to provide
Hope For Children with the
additional resources necessary to
assist as many children as
possible.
Young musicians and choir members from different Cypriot Schools
in front of the audience

EVENTS.

69

Become a runner and give Hope Marathon
Τhe Marathon for supporting “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Center was opened by the
Chief of Cyprus Police Mr. Zacharias
Chrysostomou. The event was successfully
conducted on the 2nd of June. The DirectorGeneral of the "Hope For Children" CRC Policy
Center, Mr. Joseph Borghese, together with
Michalis
Kalakoutis
and
Constantina
Gregoriou, staff members of the Organization,
participated at the event actively by running
themselves.

The director of the organization, Joseph Borghese with
the chief of the Police, Zacharias Chrysostómou

Runners ready for the group picture
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"8 με ένα σκοπό"
The event "8 under a common cause" was
successfully held for the 5th year in a row, at
the University of Nicosia. The organizers of
the event were the Youth Council of the
Municipality of Engomi, New Codes Events
and Modeling, Andreas Falas, Aphrodite
Kyriacou and Anna Maria Zachariades.

The title of the event pointed out the
commitment of eight established Cypriot
fashion designers who joined the forces to
support the Karaiskakio Foundation
and "Hope For Children" CRC Policy
Center.
Poster of the event

Group picture with team that organized the event and models
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Concert by singer Nana Mouskouri on behalf of “Hope For Children”
CRC Policy Center
On the 8th of July 2018 a unique concert
under the auspices of the First Lady, Ms.
Andri Anastasiades was held. Singer Nana
Mouskouri performed for "Hope For
Children" CRC Policy Center, at the open
air theatre of the Presidential Palace.
The concert was a good opportunity to
express gratitude in regards to Mrs.
Mouskouri’s priceless collaboration and
contribution to the Organization’s work
and programs.
During the event the President of the
Republic
of
Cyprus,
Mr
Nico The President of the Republic of Cyprus honouring Ms
Anastasiades, honored Ms. Mouskouri Mouskouri with the medal of great contribution
with the medal of great contribution.

The President of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr Nicos Anastasiades, Ms Nana Mouskouri
and the General Director of Hope for Children CRC Policy Center, Mr Joseph Borghese
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STAND BY GREECE Concert
On the 31st of July, the fundraising
and solidarity concert was organized
for the fire victims in Attica. It took
place at the Municipal Gardens in
Nicosia. During the music event,
money was raised through donations
at the “Hope For Children” CRC
Policy Center kiosk and through the
sale of beverages and food.
All revenues were given in order to
support the reconstruction of
an infrastructure for children
that was chosen together with the
Greek local authorities. The event The numerous audience attending the charity concert
was under the auspices of the in Nicosia
Commissioner for Volunteering and Non-Governmental Organizations.

The General Director of the organization with artists
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The visit of the First Lady of India
On the 3rd of September
2018, “Hope For Children’’
CRC Policy Centre and the
Director General
Mr.
Joseph
Borghese,
welcomed the First Lady of
India and the First Lady of
Cyprus
at
the
Organization’s premises.
During the State visit of the
President of India in
Cyprus, the First Lady of
India, Ms Savita Kovind,
accompanied by the First The arrival of the First Lady of India, Ms Savita Kovind accompanied by
Lady οf the Republic of the first Lady of the Republic of Cyprus and by Joseph Borghese, General
Cyprus,
Ms
Andri Director
Anastasiades, attended a visit at the humanitarian division of “Hope For Children’’
CRC Policy Center and had a tour at the premises by the staff members, the President
of the Council “FONI”, Ms Anastasia Papadopoulou and the Head of the European
Funds Unit of the Ministry of Interior, Mr Constantinos Kyprianou.

EVENTS.

74

The visit of the First Lady of India and
the First Lady of Cyprus was
accompanied by a short musical
performance by the children, as well
as a presentation of the
Organization’s programs and
services.
Also, a group of children ambassadors
of the Organization presented to the
First Ladies the CRC Campus Club
programme, a project applied by
Hope For Children in several private
schools. The First Lady of India,
excited by the warm welcome she
Mr. Joseph Varughese and the First Lady of India,
received by the children and the staff
Ms Savita Kovid
members of the Organization donated
the amount of €8,695 on behalf of the Government of India.
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ELLE Fashion Show
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center was supported by Rotary Club of Nicosia and
Elizabeth Friedrich through the event ELLE Fashion Show Extravaganza by Elizabeth
Friedrich. The fashion event took place on the 21st of September at the Royal Hall. The
main theme of the event was the power of women and “Hope For Children” was
enthusiastic about it since many of its projects aim to enhance gender equality.
The welcome speech was also given by Ms. Irena Georgiadou member of the Senior
Advisory Board of Hope For Children.

Models during the fashion walk

The poster of the event that includes all the sponsors
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The Rock Walk street fashion show
In November 5th, at Faneromeni Square, took place The Rock Walk street Fashion
Show.
The fashion event celebrated the Handmade Theory by the artist Nassos Louizos. The
event supported “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center by 5 euros vouchers
donations.
Finally, the public could enjoy of the live performance from Evridiki Official & Fuse.
The event was organized in partnership with: Bakali, CHARM Jewel Shop Mouson, an
in Limassol at La Femme boutique by Elena Michala.

During the event there was live music played by Evridiki Official & Fuse

Numerous people attended the Fashion Event
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Radisson Blu International Marathon of Larnaca
"Hope For Children"
CRC
Policy Center and Stoiximan
Cyprus, the largest betting
company
in
Cyprus, “run” this year at the
Radisson Blu International
Marathon of Larnaca.
The Marathon, which was
held for the second consecutive year, took place on the 18th of November
2018, with starting point the Finikoudes Beach in Larnaca.
The aim of this big sporting event was the financial support
of "Hope For Children" CRC Policy Center and the strengthening of the work
carried out by the Organization. The Marathon was also devoted to the “19th days of
Activism” campaign.

Team “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center Radisson Blu International
Marathon of Larnaca
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Second National Forum on the Rights of the Child
Following the success of the 1st National Forum on the Rights of the Child (September
2017) under the theme Child-friendly Justice in Europe, “Hope For Children”
CRC Policy Center, had the honour to organise this year’s the Second National Forum
dedicated to Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment which took place on
the 20th of November at the University of Nicosia.

Flyer of the event

The 2nd National Forum on the Rights of the Child brought together key actors and
stakeholders representing different perspectives on the rights of the child and more
specifically in the digital environment. The opening speeches set the floor to the
debates of the three panels, which consequently addressed the role of the national
stakeholders in ensuring that policies in this area are safeguarding children’s rights;
how academia and civil society can raise awareness and educate our children and
promote positive and safe use of technology in educational contexts and the
active and informed participation of young people in the development of
strategies to maximise the positive, creative, potential of online environments.
Among the prominent speakers, “Hope for Children’’ CRC Policy Center had the
honour of hosting the elected Member of the UN Committee on the Right of the Child
Mr Bragi Gudbrandsson and the Head of the Children’s Rights Division of the Council
of Europe Ms. Regína Jensdóttir.
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Ms. Regina Jensdottir, Head
of the Children’s Right
Division, Council of Europe,
during her speech about
“Children’s Rights on the
Internet and the Council of
Europe’s Strategy for the
Rights of the Child (20162021)

Mr. Bragi Gudbrandsson,
Iceland’s representative for
the
United
Nations
Committee on the Rights of
the Child, during his speech
on “Supporting children’s
Informed Disclosure of
Online Abuse”
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“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center 10th Anniversary
On the 20th of November, the International Day of the Rights of the Child, “Hope For
Children” CRC Policy Center celebrated its 10th anniversary of successful course
on promoting and defending the rights of children in Cyprus. Also, through
this celebration “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center took the opportunity to praise
and express its gratitude and appreciation to individuals and institutions that
contributed to its growth and development into a leading actor in the field of children’s
rights.

The staff of Hope For Children CRC Policy Center during the night of the 10th anniversary

The event took place at the Hilton Park Hotel in Nicosia and was addressed by His
Excellency, The President of the Republic of Cyprus, Nicos Anastasiades.
The organization was honoured by the presence of the First Lady, Mrs. Andri
Anastasiades, Ministers, Commissioners, Parliamentarians, Representatives from
Governmental Services, Municipalities and the Corporate Sector, as well as
Representatives from other Organizations and Institutions.
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The event was also attended by the HFC’s Senior Advisory Board members, the Head
of the Children’s Rights Division of the Council of Europe Ms. Regína Jensdóttir,
elected Member of the UN Committee on the Right of the Child Mr Bragi
Gudbrandsson and the Goodwill Ambassador of HFC, the music composer, Mr. George
Theophanous.
Twenty Children’s Right’s Ambassadors from the American International School and
the English School, trained last year by the Organization through the CRC Campus
Clubs, in order to raise awareness for Children’s Rights, presented the event also, and
students from Mousiko Ergastiri Giorgos Theophanous entertained the guests with
songs.

Mr Joseph Borghese, General Director of HFC, Mr Nicos Anastasiades, President of the Republic of Cyprus
and his wife, Ms Andri Anastasiades
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“Humanity owes the child the best it has to give”
Eglantine Jebb

ANNEX 1

